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Anothor  year,  with  it3  responsibilities  and  precious  toil 
for  the  Muster,  is  en:led  and  wo  pause  a  moment  on  the 
threshold  of  the  new  year  to  t^\e  a  retrospect.  This  we 
do,  not  with  boasting  but  with  mingled  feelings  of  sorrow 
and  gratitude, — sorrow  for  short-comings  of  which  we  are 
painfully  conscious,  and  o-ratitude  for  unnumbered  mercies, 
especially  for  the  privilege  of  working  for  Christ  in  this 
exceedingly  interesting  part  of  Uis  vineyard. 


There  h-^s  been  an  unus-ial  amount  of  illness  in  tLe  mis- 
sion circle  during  the  yt  ar;  much  of  it  was  the  result  of 
over-work. 

When  one  man  attempts  to  do  the  work  of  two  it  is  not 
surprising  that  his  constitution  should  break  under  the 
strain  and  make  him  pay  the  penalty  by  an  enforced  rest. 
The  illness  of  Messrs.  Noyes  and  Burnell  v^'as  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  require  a  hurried  departure  to  the  more  brac- 
ing climate  of  America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilowluud,  after 
twelve  years  of  uninterrupted  service,  and  Mrs.  Capron 
after  twenty-nine  years  of  service,  with  only  one  furlough, 
have  gone  to  America  to  enjoy  a  much  needed  rest. 

These  four  families  have  left  us  during  the  year.  'Wo 
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are  glad^  Iiowever,  to  Iiave  welcomed  Miss  Hatti'e  A.  Hous- 
ton to  our  mission  circle. 

Our  hearts  were  saddened  by  the  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  Mrs,  J,  S.  Chandler  in  the  United  States  in  April, 
Her  quiet  unobtrusive  manners,  her  beautiful  Christian 
spirit,  her  devotion  to  her  family  and  to  the  cause  of 
Christ,  endeared  her  to  us  all  and  we  are  pained  by  the 
thought  that  we  shall  see  her  among  us  no  more. 


y    It  embraces  6424  square  miles  and  1,775,000  people. 
To  work  it  we  have  eight  ordained  missionaries  with  their 
,  wives,  one  single  gentleman  and  four  young  ladies. 

This  gives  to  each  man  about  200,000  souls  and  he  must 
travel  over  800  square  miles  to  reach  them  all.  This  work 
would  be  overwhelming,  were  it  not  for  an  efficient  corps 
of  native  assistants,  of  whom  we  have  20  ordained  men, 
1 50  catechists,  226  teachers,  and  26  Biblewomen,  making 
a  total  of  422, 

This  constitates  the  force  with  which  our  mission  hopes 
to  win  this  district  for  Christ.  Without  these  helpers  we 
should  be  very  weak  indeed. 

Our  part  evidently  is  that  of  educators  and  superin- 
tendents. We  train  up  godly  young  men  and  women 
from  among'  the  people  for  this  work,  and  when  they  are 
well  prepared,  we  seek  to  guide,  encourage,  stimulate,  and 
help  them. 

■  Of  those  thus  raised  up  we  proceed  to  speak  in  partic- 
ular. 


"We  have  twenty  ordained  men,  which  is  a  gain  of  two 
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over  last  year.  In  tlie  month  of  January  tte  Rev.  A. 
Pichamuttu  was  installed  over  the  station  church  at  Bat- 
talagundu.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  doing  a 
good  work,  and  precious  fruit  is  looked  for.  The  church 
at  Kodikanal  has  called  Rev.  A.  G.  Rowland  to  be  its  pas- 
tor. It  is  a  peculiarly  trying  field  in  many  respects,  but 
by  the  blessing  of  God  coupled  with  hard  and  faithful 
labor,  a  good  measure  of  success  has  been  secured. 

The  Palani  church,  rendered  vacant  last  year  by  the 
death  of  Pastor  Vethamuttu,  united  in  calling  Mr.  A. 
David,  who  had  already  labored  twenty-five  years  in  the 
station.  On  the  7th  of  July  the  North  Local  Union  met  at 
Palani  and  ordained  and  installed  him  over  the  station 
church.  Most  of  our  pastors  are  doing  their  work  faith- 
fully. Besides  preaching  on  the  Sabbath,  they  go  from 
house  to  house,  talking  and  praying  with  the  people, 
wherever  they  find  entrance,  preaching  often  in  the  ba- 
zaar and  at  the  public  festivals,  taking  the  lead  of  the 
catechists  in  tent  preaching  and  exercising  a  pastoral  care 
over  the  mission  schools  within  the  boundaries  of  their 
fields. 


We  have  also  150  catechists  to  assist  us  in  our  work. 
This  is  a  loss  of  two  from  last  year's  total.  These  men 
for  the  most  part  have  been  educated  in  our  mission 
schools  and  have  charge  of  village  congregations. 

They  preach  in  the  prayer  houses  and  hold  Sabbath 
school  services  on  the  Lord's  day,  besides  having  prayer  as 
a  general  thing  daily  with  the  people.  We  are  also  grati- 
fied to  learn,  that  they  daily  preach  to  the  Hindus  on  the 
street  in  their  own  and  surrounding  villages,  distribute 
hand-bills,  and  sell  religious  books,  and  Bibles. 

We  feel  that  it  would  be  a  misappropriation  of  funds 
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sacredly  entrusted  to  us  by  the  cliurclics  at  Home,  to  employ 
unconverted  men  to  do  catecliists'  work.  Consequently 
after  careful  inquiry  we  find  that,  nearly  all  of  our  mou 
give  pleasing  evidences  of  being  born  again.  Concerning 
a  few  we  have  doubt,  and  these  we  are  endeavoring  to 
sift  from  the  ranks  of  Christian  workers.  It  is  no  longer 
necessary  to  assign  a  congregation  to  a  man  simply  because 
he  has  a  certain  amount  of  education,  nor  can  promotion 
be  espected  because  of  increased  age  or  large  family. 
Piety,  faithfulness,  and  efficiency  in  winning  soula  to 
Christ  must  always  be  the  test,  and  by  this  standard  our 
men  are  tried.  Some  of  our  men  are  doing  all  that  can 
reasonably  be  expected  of  them;  while  others,  altbough. 
converted,  have  fallen  into  indolent  habits  and  seem  to  be 
utterly  unconscious  of  the  dying  condition  of  men  around 
them.  It  is  refreshing  to  hear  one  brother  testify,  "some 
of  my  men  are  strong  in  prayer,"  another,  "tbey  are  faith- 
ful and  good  men,"  and  others  say,  "my  catechists  are 
preeminently  men  of  prayer,"  or  "I  can  point  to  three 
men  who  show  a  zeal  for  souls,"  and  "one  or  two  are  men 
of  prayer."  This  is  cause  for  devout  gratitude  to  God. 
Still  the  majority  of  our  men  have  never  learned  to  con- 
centrate effort  and  individualize  in  prayer.  A  burning 
zeal  to  save  men,  a  love  that  causes  one  to  "weep  over 
the  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ"  and  wrestling  agoniz- 
ing prayer  for  souls,  we  grieve  to  say,  are  altogether  too 
rare.  In  one  word,  our  catechists  lack  exactly  that  which 
a  copious  out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  would  remedy. 

Their  prayers  and  efforts  are  good  but  they  are  too 
general  and  indefinite  to  produce  practical  and  immediate 
results.  They  have  not  yet  learned  the  art  of  fixing  the 
whole  heart  upon  one  person,  laboring  and  praying  for 
him  with  an  earnestness  that  will  take  no  denial. 


Besides  pastors  and  catechist?  we  have  22G  teacliers  to 
assist  us.  This  is  eight  lesa  tlian  last  year.  This  slight 
reduction  in  numbers,  both  of  catechists  and  teachers  is 
caused  by  lack  of  meacs  and  of  good  men. 

Some  of  these  teachers  are  the  wives  of  catechists; 
others  are  men  who  do  the  work  of  both  catechist  and 
teacher,  while  many  are  men  who  have  been  specially 
trained  in  Normal  Schools  for  this  work. 

The  careful  supervision  of  our  schools  by  government  is 
fast  driving  out  tho  uneducated  teachers  and  filling  their 
places  with  trained  men. 

We  have  still  in  our  employ  a  few  Hindu  teachers, 
especially  in  the  higher  departments.  But  they  are  always 
associated,  with  Christian  teachers  and  have  no  responsi- 
bilities given  them  as  to  the  religions  instruction  of  the 
pupils. 

In  all  cases  they  are  picked  men,  who  have  rare  teaching 
powers,  or  who  have  great  influence  in  drawing  to  tho 
school,  and  thus  placing  under  Christian  influences  many 
Hindus  whom  we  could  not  otherwise  reach. 

We  are  not  awaro  that  they  endeavor  to  thwart  one  of 
the  chief  aims  of   our  schools,  which  is  to  make  the  , 
scholars  Christians.    On  the  other  hand  they  advise  their 
brothers  and  friends  to  attend  the  Bible  lessons  and  seem  / 
themselves  to  be  intellectually  convinced  of  the  truth  oft 
Christianity. 

With  reference  to  the  influence  which  government 
grants  have  upon  our  teachers  and  upon  the  progress  of 
Christ's  kingdom  in  this  land,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  while 
those  grants  annoy  us  somewhat,  because  hemmed  in  with 
BO  many  roRtrictious,  yet  they  are  on  the  whole  an  indis- 
pensable aid.  Without  that  aid  many  of  our  best  schools 
must  be  closed.    Dcabtisss  tho  grants  are  nover  lost  sight 
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of  by  our  toacliera.  If  tliey  were  uninfluenced  by  this  con- 
Bideration  it  would  argue  greater  attainments  in  piety  than 
could  reasonably  be  expected  of  them.  Nevertheless  many, 
and  we  hope  most  of  our  teachers^  make  our  schools  thoroughly 
Christian  in  their  influence,  by  Christian  songs,  prayers, 
and  Bible  lessons,  conducted  daily  during  school  hours  with 
the  pupils,  as  well  as  by  Christian  text  books,  and  by 
Sunday-schools,  to  which  nearly  all  of  the  day-scholara 
both  Hindu  and  Chi-istian  come. 

We  are  also  gratified  to  learn  that  most  of  our  teachers 
engage  in  street-preaching,  and  exert  a  wholesome  influ- 
ence over  the  parents  of  Hindu  childj'en  who  attend  our 
Bchoola. 

A  Christian  teacher  with  his  family  in  a  Hindu  village 
is  like  Lot  in  Sodom,  with  this  advantage,  that  whereas  Lot 
was  in  Sodom  for  the  sake  of  gain,  the  Christian  teacher  is 
in  the  Hindu  village  for  the  sake  of  benefitting  the  people. 
Our  teachers  often  speak  of  the  extreme  loneliness  they 
experience  in  those  villages  without  any  Christian  Society. 

One  hard  working  faithful  man  became  discouraged  and 
went  to  another  mission.  After  his  departure  the  people 
of  the  village,  and  it  was  a  large  one,  intimated  that  if  he 
had  remained  they  would  have  come  over  to  Christianity  in 
a  body.  The  leaven  of  a  godly  teacher's  life  and  preaching 
is  working  silently,  imperceptibly  it  may  be,  but  surely, 
and  in  time  there  will  be  a  precious  ingathering. 


An  important  branch  of  our  work  is  that  among  the 
women.  In  this  we  are  assisted  by  26  Bible  women,  labor- 
ing in  ten  different  stations.  These  messengers  of  love, 
go  with  Bible  and  tracts  in  their  hands,  into  the  best 
houses  of  the  district,  talking  to  the  women,  praying  with 
them,  reading  the  Bible  to  them,  and  teaching  many  to 


read.  This  is  the  quiet  undercurrent  of  influence  that  is 
undermining  Brahminism  and  laying  the  foundation  of 
Christ's  temple  in  India.  Mrs.  Jones  reports  as  follows:— 
"The  work  among  Hindu  women  has  been  carried  on  as 
usualj  though  the  Bible- women  have  necessarily  been  left 
more  than  heretofore  to  their  own  guidance.  Most  of  them 
have,  however,  so  deep  an  appreciation  of  the  sacredness 
and  depth  of  their  responsibility  to  the  souls  for  whom 
they  work,  and  they  have  been  so  strengthened  by  tha 
years  of  labor  and  prayer  which  Mrs.  Capron  has  spent 
with  them,  that  they  have  proved  equal  to  their  trust,  and 
I  do  not  feel  that  the  work  has  suffered. 

"Eleven  Bible-women  have  been  constantly  at  work,  one 
of  them  being  supported  by  the  Christian  women  of  our  Mad- 
ura churches.  879  women  have  been  under  instruction  dur- 
ing the  year;  of  these  326  have  been  reading  the  Bible.  A 
number  of  removals  have  occurred  among  our  Bible  pupils, 
but  we  do  not  look  upon  them  as  lost,  for  we  hear  of  them 
as  bringing  their  Bibles  to  their  new  homes,  and  there  in- 
quiring for  Bible-readers  and  joining  their  number.  One 
woman  said  to  me  of  the  little  book  called  A^igels  Message, 
'  It  is  wonderful,  but  I  want  to  read  eveiything  about  the 
Saviour.  I  must  read  the  book  that  came  from  Heaven.' 
The  year  has  developed  aao  new  features  in  the  work, 
unless  it  be  the  larger  number  of  low  caste  and  Moham- 
medan women  who  are  learning  to  read,  and  who  come 
Bometimes  in  twos  and  threes  to  attend  the  women's  prayer 
meeting  of  the  East  gate  church.  Several  have  said  to  me 
'Jesus  has  saved  me,  because  he  loved  me.  He  sent  his 
book  that  I  might  know  him.'  I  have  been  greatly  moved 
and  interested  to  hear  so  many  repeat  scripture  passages 
most  carefully  chosen  for  their  needs.  They  always  begin 
with  'God  so  loved  the  world.'  One  problem  has  come 
before  me  with  greatly  intensified  interest,  since  I  havo 
been  more  immediately  connected  with  this  work.  Many 
of  these  souls  seem  to  accept  and  rejoice  in  their  relation- 
ship to  Christ,  but  they  do  not  at  all  accept  any  relation- 
ship to  tho  Christian  church,  or  duties  growing  out  of  that 
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yelationship.  Their  mluds  are  so  cliildisli  and  tLeir  know- 
ledge so  little  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  beyond  the  milk  for 
babes  with  which  we  start.  I  have  been  greatly  interested 
in  tlie  anxiety  expressed  by  many  of  them  about  tbeir  rel- 
atives that  they  should  see  nothing  about  the  way  but 
that  which  was  good  and  lovely,  so  that  they  too  might  be 
induced  to  learn  of  the  Saviour. 

"This  is  not  as  yet  a  work  which  shows  largely  in  addi- 
tions to  churches  or  congregations  but  I  feel  assared  that 
among  those  Hindu  women  there  are  those  who  belong  to 
the  chui'ch  universal,  and  whose  names  are  written  in 
Heaven.  Even  stronger  is  my  confidence  that  this  work  is 
powerful  in  influencing  that  under-current  which  we  feel 
gaining  strength  beneath  this  heavily  crusted  surface  of 
caste  and  custom,  and  that  in  the  day  of  India's  great 
awakening  shall  be  reaped  a  harvest  from  this  humble  seed 
sowing." 

Mrs.  Chandler  has  two  women  at  work  in  and  around 
Battalagundu  and  one  at  Pommanpatti.  They  have  ac- 
cess to  about  250  houses  in  fifteen  or  twenty  villages, 
"Many  of  them"  she  writes,  "come  to  the  bungalow  to  see 
me  and  a  few  come  to  the  weekly  prayer-meeting.  Seve- 
ral women  invite  the  Bible-women  to  pray  for  them,  but 
no  one  has  left  caste  and  come  out  openly  to  confess 
Christ." 

Mrs.  Washbui'u  reports  that  a  Bible  woman  was  secured 
in  answer  to  prayer  offered  by  the  members  of  the  Pasu- 
malai  women's  Helping  Hand  Society,  and  that  she  began 
her  work  in  June.  She  is  supported  in  part  by  the  society 
to  which  she  makes  semi-monthly  reports. 

At  Palani  one  of  the  two  Bible  women  employed  a  year 
ago  has  been  obliged  to  relinquish  her  work  on  account  of 
domestic  cares.  Another  is  urgently  needed,  for  the  door 
is  wide  open  and  the  call  is  loud  but  no  suitable  person 
has  as  yet  been  found  to  enter  in  and  do  the  work.  Mrs, 
Hazen  says: — "I  think  one  woman  gives  evidence  of 
trying  to  walk  in  the  foot-steps  of  Jesus,  as  the  fruit  of 
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the  Bible  ■woman's  work  during  the  year.  When  this 
woman's  child  was  very  sick  the  mention  of  the  eick 
persons  whom  Jesus  healed  when  on  earth,  so  stimulated 
her  faith  that  she  said  very  earnestly,  'I  will  ask  Him  to 
heal  my  child,  and  I  am  sure  He  will,'  and  whan  her  child 
recovered,  she  manifested  no  surprise,  but  only  joy." 
Pastor  Isaac  writes: — "The  Bible  woman,  a  convert  from  a 
high  caste  Hindu  family,  some  years  since,  has  been  work- 
ing among  Brahmin  and  Sudra  women  of  this  division. 
The  first  fruit  of  her  work  this  year  is  the  conversion  of 
her  own  daughter,  the  wife  of  a  bigoted  Hindu,  and  she 
has  been  added  to  the  church  on  profession  of  faith  and 
remains  steadfast." 


We  have  36  churches  with  an  aggregate  membership  i 
of  3,053.  23  persons  from  the  Romanists  and  84  from  the  | 
heathen  have  been  added  to  our  communion.  The  net/ 
gain  in  all  our  churches  is  76. 

Nearly  one  half  of  our  churches  are  without  pastors. 
This  is  owiug  in  some  cases  to  the  poverty  of  the  people^ 
for  it  is  our  rule  not  to  install  a  pastor  unless  the  people 
will  give  one-fourth  of  his  salary.  In  other  cases  no  suit- 
able man  can  be  found.  While  the  aspirants  to  this  sac-  ' 
red  office  are  many  those  who  are  truly  worthy  of  it  are 
few.  Still  other  churches  are  vacant  because  of  factions 
within.  Madura  East  church  which  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est in  the  mission,  is  still  without  a  pastor. 

Mr.  Jones  writes: — "This  year  of  eiiort  and  struggle 
has  been  a  hard  one  for  the  church  in  many  respects  and 
one  of  unusual  toil  and  anxiety  for  me. 

"Though  efforts  have  been  made  both  within  and  without  . 
the  mission  to  secure  a  man  we  seem  to  be  as  far  from  suc- 
cess now  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.    We  have  finally 
appointed  one  to  act  as  catechist  for  the  church  until  a 
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pastor  can  be  BccurcG."    As  with  home  cburclies  tlie  al»- 
sence  of  a  pastor  causes  a  serious  falling  off  in  benevolent 
contributions  and  too  often  divisions  and  strife  arise  over 
a  candidate.    Ten  of  our  churches  are  still  what  we  call 
1  station  churches.    That  is,  the  communicants  do  not  all 
[live  in  the  village  where  the  church  building  stands,  but 
lare  scattered  throughout  the  villages  of  the  station  dis- 
trict, and  when  the  Lord's  Supper  is  celebrated  they  come 
from  villages  three,  fi.vG,  ten,  and  fifteen  miles  distant. 

Gne  of  our  churches  has  Been  harassed  by  a  lawsuit 
which  the  heathen  are  pressing  upon  them  in  order  to  take 
from  them  the  church  site  and  drive  them  out.  Another 
that  was  rent  with  divisions  has  secured  a  good  measure  of 
harmony.  Several  others  show  improvement  in  spiritual 
life.  The  prayer  meetings  at  Pasumalai  are  better  attended 
and  more  profitable.  W e  are  happy  to  state  that  a  goodly 
number  of  our  communicants  pray  in  their  familes.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  large  tovms  where  the  people  have 
more  or  less  education.  In  the  villages,  where  frequently 
none  can  read,  the  catechists  are  required  to  gather  them  to- 
gether in  the  prayer-house  daily  and  have  family  prayers 

\with  them.  It  is  also  occasion  for  gratitude  that  some  of 
our  church  members  engage  in  voluntary  evangelistic 
work.  For  example  at  Palani  there  are  twelve  and  at  Din- 
digul  thirty-five  pesons  who  are  known  to  make  direct 
pfforts  to  save  souls  as  opportunities  offer.  The  Pasumalai 
Students  and  teachers  go  out  on  Sabbath  afternoons  to 
engage  in  street-preaching.  At  other  stations  we  have 
similar  reports,  telling  how  Christians  assist  the  catechists 
by  singing  with  them,  by  playing  on  musical  instruments, 
and  by  talking  with  the  people  in  the  bazaars,  all  of  which 
furnishes  pleasing  evidence  that  they  prize  redemption  and 
feel  some  obligation  to  spread  the  glad  news  of  salvation. 

Women's  prayer-meetings  have  been  formed  in  connec- 
tion with  nearly  every  church  and  are  growing  in  import- 
ance. The  talent  of  the  women  in  this  respect  is  develop- 
ing and  furnishes  one  of  the  hopeful  signs  of  promise.. 
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Our  congregations  are  composed,  of  communicants  and 
adlierents.  While  we  have  only  36  churches  we  have  235- 
congregations^  and  while  we  have  only  3053  communicants- 
we  have  11,412  in  our  Christian  community.  We  receive 
none  to  the  church  except  those  who  give  credible  eviden- 
ces of  being  born,  again,  but  we  receive  into  our  congre- 
gations all  who  are  willing  to  abandon  heathen  practices 
and  put  themselves  under  our  instruction.  Every  person 
who  ceases  to  rub  the  sacred  ashes  upon  his  forehead  and 
attends  our  services  regularly  is  called  a  Christian  by  the/ 
people.  And  too  many  even  of  our  Christians  think  thati 
nothing  more  is  needed  in  order  to  salvation.  This  comes 
in  part  from  the  fact  that  the  sacrifices  to  be  made  to 
coming  systematically  to  our  chapels  are  so  great  that  he 
will  not  take  the  step  unless  he  has  undergone  some  sort  of 
inward  change.  Nevertheless  the  temptation  to  sinister 
motives  are  many.  They  think  that  a  missionary's  influ- 
ence is  great  with  civil  authorities.  Hence  if  a  lawsuit 
is  pending  all  on  one  side  of  a  case  may  attend  oui'  services 
during  Aveeks  together.  Sometimes  they  will  come  for  years 
solely  for  the  sake  of  our  influence.  Others  will  reckon 
themselves  with  us  with  the  hope  of  securing  employment, 
or  material  help  in  some  way.  If  they  fall  away  in  time 
as  some  do,  "we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair."  If 
they  are  truly  converted  at  last,  as  some  undoubtedly  are 
we  "therein  do  rejoice,  yea  and  will  rejoice,"  however  base 
may  have  been  their  original  motive  in  joining  us.  Two 
congregations  that  had  a  merely  nominal  existence  have 
been  dropped  from  our  list.  Three  new  ones  have  been 
organized  in  the  Dindigul,  one  in  tbe  Tirumangalam,  and 
one  in  the  Periakulam  Station  districts.  Dr.  Chester  writes 
that  "there  have  been  bitter  persecution  and  annoyance  in 
two  congregations,  also  a  few  cases  in  other  congregations 
where  heathen  relatives  have  persecuted  some  who  had 
newly  accepted  Christianity.  The  congregation  at  Sachia- 
puram  has  grown  in  numbers,  more  of  the  women  attend 
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Sabbatli  services,  and  they  have  built  a  new  church  twice 
the  size  of  the  old  one  because  the  latter  was  too  small  for 
the  congregation.  The  edifice  cost  Rs.  102,  not  a  rupee  of 
which  was  given  by  the  Mission  or  missionary.  Not  only 
do  the  members  of  that  congregation  stricly  abstain  from 
work  on  the  Sabbatli  but  they  make  it  a  condition  that  every 
person,  Christian,  Roman  Catholic  or  heathen,  who  builds 
or  resides  in  the  village  must  not  work  on  the  Sabbath." 
This  illustrates  the  conscientiousness  and  Christian  princi- 
ple that  actuate  many  of  our  people  when  they  are  their 
own  masters.  But  there  is  a  large  part  of  our  Christan 
community  that  finds  employment  under  heathen  masters. 
Those  masters  say  "unless  you  will  work  for  us  seven  days 
in  the  week  we  will  employ  other  persons."  Consequently 
the  very  poor,  of  whom  we  have  many,  think  that  it  is  a 
question  of  Sunday  work  or  starvation.  Certainly  the 
problem  is  a  very  serious  one  when  ten  or  twelve  hungry 
children  are  clamoring  for  a  mouthful  of  rice. 

And  then  another  problem  presents  itself.  How  are  our 
poor  village  Christians,  who  cannot  read,  to  spend  the  Sab- 
bath. The  proportion  who  can  read  is  very  small  indeed. 
Are  all  the  others  to  be  idle  all  day  after  the  morning  service  ? 
Are  they  to  lounge  about  the  village  and  indulge  in  idle 
gossip  ?  Mr.  Washburn  says  "  I  do  not  think  we  have  begun 
yet  to  deal  with  the  matter  of  Sabbath  observance  with  the 
intelligence  and  practical  wisdom  which  the  case  demands. 
We  look  at  it  from  a  New  England  standpoint.  That  is 
not  the  position  of  our  people,  nor  is  it  the  position  in  which 
we  can  be  of  most  service  to  them  in  the  plans  we  make 
for  the  observance  of  the  day,  or  for  their  religious  life." 
Mr.  Jones  after  stating  the  difficulty  very  forcibly  adds 
"in  order  to  help  them  keep  the  day  holy,  I  have  tried 
to  establish  a  number  of  short  meetings  of  various  kinds 
in  each  congregation  every  Sunday,  with  the  hope  that  it 
might  keep  the  congregation  busy  and  happy  most  of  the 
day. — I  believe  that  in  one  congregation,  at  least,  this  plan 
is  being  tried  and  is  doing  good. "  With  a  lazy  catechist 
the  above,  and  in  fact  every  planj  will  be  a  failure.  But 
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if  lie  19  intelligent,  active,  and  deeply  pious  the  difficulty- 
can  be  solved. 

We  do  not  allow  our  cliurcli  members  to  intermarry 
with  the  Hindus.  Over  our  adherents,  however,  we  do  not 
have  such  full  control  and  sometimes  they  take  a  Hindu 
wife  or  husband.  These  worldly  alliances  frequently  result 
in  much  trouble,  but  sometimes  the  Hindu  becomes  convert- 
ed. We  discourage  such  marriages  and  are  happy  to  state 
that  they  are  becoming  less  and  less  common.  Mr.  Jones 
gives  an  illustration  of  the  firmness  of  Christian  principle 
in  his  people  that  is  worthy  of  record.  The  people  of  a 
heathen  ^village  asked  for  two  Christian  girls  of  another 
village  for  marriage.  The  Christians  replied  we  will  give 
neither  our  sons  nor  daughters  to  you  unless  you  become 
Christians  and  learn  to  read.  The  result  is  that  the  entire 
caste  of  that  village  is  coming  over  to  Christianity  and 
asks  for  a  catechist.  Nearly  every  missionary  mentions 
one  or  more  villages  where  he  could  place  a  catechist,  with 
reasonable  hope  of  success,  if  he  had  the  means  and  the 
right  men.  Dr.  Chester  has  three  such  places.  Thus  the 
field  is  open  before  us  and  many  places  are  calling  loudly 
for  men. 

Although  we  have  been  in  this  district  over  fifty  years 
and  spent  large  sums  of  money  upon  it  still  the  Lord  is 
saying  to  us  to  day  as  he  said  to  the  aged  Joshua  (13 :  1) 
"There  remaineth  yet  very  much  land  to  be  possessed, " 
and  the  Macedonian  cry  comes  to  us  from  every  quarter 
''Come  over  and  help  us."  If  it  were  only  a  question  of 
means  there  is  no  doubt  that  home  churches  would  gener- 
ously respond  to  the  call.  But  alas !  it  is  a  difiiculty  hard- 
er to  remedy.  It  is  a  lack  of  the  right  kind  of  men. 
Ordinary  men  are  easily  obtained.  There  are  enough  with- 
out piety  and  discretion  to  more  than  fill  the  needy  places, 
but  discreet  men,  whose  souls  are  on  fire  with  zeal  to  save 
their  fellowmen  are  exceedingly  rare.  John  Wesley  said 
"Give  me  one  hundred  men  who  fear  nothing  but  sin  and 
who  love  nothing  but  God  and  human  souls  and  I  will  take 
Great   Britain  within  a  twelve  month."    If  we  could 


14 


secure  a  tundred  native  preacliers  of  tliat  stamp  fhere 
Tvould  soon  be  a  great  awakening  througliout  the  Madura 
District. 

This  brings  us  to  the  subject -ofj 


Some  have  thought  that  on  account  of  something  peculiar 
in  the  surroundings  of  the  Hindu,  or  in  the  constitution  of 
his  mind  revivals  such  as  we  have  at  home  are  not  to  be 
expected  here.  A  sufficient  answer  to  this  is  found  in  the 
fact  that  genuine  revivals  have  occurred  in  other  parts  of 
India,  and  that  we  have  had  one  in  our  own  mission  during 
the  past  year.  It  began  in  the  month  of  September  in  the 
Madura  Female  Normal  School.  Concerning  it  Miss  Swift 
writes  as  follows;  "Nearly  all  the  girls  in  the  school  were 
awakeaed  to  the  freshness  of  a  new  life  in  the  Lord. 
There  are  at  present  only  five  or  aix  out  of  the  78  on  our 
roll  whom  we  suppose  to  have  received  little  benefit  from 
this  revival,  but  with  these  exceptions  all  the  boarding 
pupils  seemed  to  have  been  newly  converted.  The  pres- 
ence of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  manifested  by  a  strong  convic- 
tion of  sin  and  a  desire  for  greater  purity  of  life.  That 
tbe  work  which  was  begun  then  was  not  merely  a  super- 
ficial one  is  shown  now  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  four 
months  by  the  continued  living  interest  in  spiritual  matters 
and  by  the  love  shown  by  each  girl  toward  all  the  others. 
Quarrels  and  disagreements  Jaave  been  almost  unknown, 
work  has  been  faithfully  done  for  Christ's  sake,  and  there 
has  been  manifested  to  a  remarkable  degree  great  tender- 
ness of  conscience  about  small  offences."  Another  evidence 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  has  truly  changed  them  is  seen  in 
their  "beginning  and  sustaining  without  assistance  a 
morning  Sunday  school  for  the  day  scliool  children.  And 
there  are  many  things  occur  which  the  girls  relate  with 
sparkling  eyes  and  faces  beaming  with  pleasure." 
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There  tas  been  a  quickening  of  religious  interest  in 
the  Battalagundu  girls  boarding  scliool.  Stimulated  by 
what  they  saw  at  Madura,  during  the  September  meeting, 
teachers  and  scholars  went  home  ready  if  possible,  to  see 
the  good  hand  of  the  Lord  manifested  there  also.  A  daily 
prayer  meeting  was  started  and  has  been  kept  up  to  the 
present  time  with  the  most  excellent  results.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  the  manager.  Miss  Chandler,  "Prayers  for  the 
reviving  of  the  church  members  were  answered,  in  ways 
not  expected  but  none  the  less  grateful,  in  the  uncovering 
of  concealed  wrong  on  the  part  of  some,  and  in  the  serious 
investigation  necessary,  remai'ks  were  made  to  the  whole 
school  one  morning  upon  Jesus  cleansing  the  temple,  and  an 
invitation  was  given  to  any  who  wished  their  hearts  simi- 
larly cleansed  to  come  of  their  own  accord  for  confession. 
The  response  was  a  call  from  every  member  of  the  school, 
coming  alone,  or  with  groups  of  others,  to  confess  rules 
violated,  bad  habits  indulged,  and  carelessness  of  right. 
Thus  the  tide  of  earnestness  kept  rising  till  last  Sabbath 
at  the  prayer-meeting  several  months,  long  closed,  were 
unstopped  to  acknowledge  unfaithful  service,  and  a 
humble  confession  from  one  brought  quick  tears  of 
sympathy  to  all  eyes."  If  this  cannot  be  called  a  revival, 
it  was  at  least  a  healthy  growth  which  we  may  all  covet. 
If  unbelief  could  be  removed  from  our  hearts  the  chief 
obstacle  to  a  revival  in  all  our  schools  and  congregations 
would  be  taken  out  of  the  way. 


"We  are  trying  to  train  all  of  our  people  to  give  some- 
thing. Where  they  have  no  ready  money  we  accept  the 
handful  of  rice,  or  the  eggs,  fruit,  &c.,  which  many  poor 
women  and  children  gladly  give.  The  aggregate  of  all 
these  little  rills  of  charity  for  the  year  is  Rs.  7,266  or 
more  than  ten  annas  for  every  man,  woman  and  child  in 
our  congregations.    If  the  catechist  keeps  the  matter  be- 
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fore  the  people  and  sHewa  them  how  they  can  giro  to  the 
I  Lord,  they  generally  respond.    We  are  glad  to  say  that 

five  of  our  churches  are  self-supporting  and  that  in  build- 
1  ing  chapels  the  people  give  a  part  and  sometimes  the 
I  entire  amount. 


There  have  been  held  in  the  entire  district  forty-three 
itineracies  during  the  year,  when  1,40,646  persons  heard 
the  gospel.  We  all  feel  that  this  is  a  truly  "  Christ-like 
and  apostolic  method"  of  Christian  work.  In  fact  it  "is 
the  only  way  to  gain  the  masses,"  as  many  of  them  are  so 
far  away  that  we  cannot  reach  them  except  as  we  take 
our  tent  and  spend  one  or  two  weeks  in  these  outlying 
regions.  As  Dr.  Chester  remarks,  "our  congregations  are 
old  enough  to  take  care  of  themselves  while  the  catechist 
is  gone  on  the  itineracy  and  the  heathen  are  the  ones  for 
whom  we  should  labor."  Mr.  Washburn  says  that,  "The 
itineracy  familiarizes  the  people  with  the  gospel  and  its 
requirements.  It  interests  them  in  us  and  in  our  work  and 
in  the  gospel  itself.  It  discovers  those  who  are^^open  to  the 
truth  and  renews  and  deepens  impressions  already  made. 
In  our  last  itineracy  we  followed  up  one  or  two  such  cases." 
Pastor  Buckingham  says  that  "in  a  certain  region,  where 
the  robber  caste  lives,  on  a  former  itineracy  the  people 
were  afraid  to  read  or  even  touch  our  books,  but  this  time 
they  purchased  without  hesitation.  In  another  village  an 
old  man  furnished  the  catechists  with  food  and  bought  the 
book  of  Proverbs.  While  they  were  preaching  about  the 
sufferings  of  our  Lord  on  the  cross,  some  women  shed 
tears  and  at  the  close  of  another  service  a  woman  confess- 
ed, with  tears,  that  she  was  willing  to  accept  of  such  a 
Saviour.  In  two  different  villages  great  crowds  of  people 
had  assembled  to  celebrate  their  New  Tear's  day.  At 
first  they  told  the  catechist  to  go  away,  but  after  using 
gentle  words  with  •'them  they  listened  quietly  and  at  the 
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close  asked  liiin  to  stay  with  tliem  or  at  least  to  send  tc 
them  a  teacher,  promising  at  the  same  time  to  put  up  a 
school  building  for  him."  The  catechists  of  Palani,  when 
engaged  in  this  work,  found  a  large  company  of  pilgrims 
assembled  in  a  rest-house.  So  eager  was  the  attention  of 
those  pilgrims  that  they  continued  preaching  till  midnight. 
On  a  former  occasion  they  had  sold  a  testament  to  a  Rom- 
anist, but  as  the  priest  had  destroyed  it,  now  the  man  and 
all  his  friends  asked  for  a  book  against  Romanism.  When 
they  showed  him  McMillen's  Light  of  Truth,"  he  eagerly 
bought  it.  The  effect  of  the  itineracy  upon  our  men  them- 
selves is  most  inspiring.  In  their  villages  they  suffer  from 
isolation.  If  they  do  not  become  discouraged  they  are 
liable  to  stagnate  and  fall  into  a  spiritual  slumber.  But 
the  itineracy  shakes  them  up,  puts  new  life  into  them,  and 
gives  them  an  idea  of  the  vast  work  to  be  done.  Their 
contact  with  each  other  and  with  the  missionary  in  direct 
evangelistic  work  warms  and  refreshes  them  more  than 
tongue  can  tell. 


Txtl«ninrj|  ^tiu^ii0$. 

A  Benevolent  Society,  for  the  support  of  its  own  poorj 
has  been  organized  during  the  year  at  Palani  and  in  the 
Madura  West  Church.  Nearly  'every  station  has  a  similar 
society.  At  Madura  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
has  just  been  stai'ted.  There  is  one  also  at  Periakulam 
and  at  Pasumalai.  Concerning  the  Native  Evangelical 
Society  Rev.  A.  Barnes,  the  President,  reports  as  follows.: 
"The  society  completed  its  thirty-third  year  on  the  31st  of 
August  1886.  During  that  year  it  received  from  all  the 
stations  of  the  mission  Rs.  127G-8-11,  of  which  Rs.  673 
were  granted  for  the  support  in  part  of  the  pastors  of 
eleven  churches  and  Rs.  490-12-10  were  spent  in  evange- 
listic labors  through  eight  auxiliariea,  which  are  formed  in 
many  stations  of  the  mission."  The  churches  of  Madura 
Eastj  Dindigul,  Kambam,  and  Mallankinaru  are  entirely 
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self-supporting  and  therefore  receive  no  aid  from  the 
society.  The  other  churches  defray  a  part  of  their  own 
expenses  and  the  remainder  is  given  by  this  society.  So 
that  not  one  of  our  pastors  receives  any  aid  from  the 
funds  of  the  Board.  The  auxiliary  society  at  Madura 
besides  contributing  generously  to  aid  other  churches  and 
a  Bible  woman  has  entirely  defrayed  the  expenses  of  two 
evangelists^  whose  whole  time  is  devoted  to  preaching 
to  the  heathen. 


Pasumalai  Institution. — Mr.  Washburn  reports  as  fol- 
lows:— "Three  hundred  and  twenty  names  are  on  the  regis- 
ters of  all  our  Pasumalai  schools  for  1886.  This  is  the 
largest  number  to  be  found  on  our  records  in  a  history  of 
more  than  forty  years.  Several  causes  have  contributed 
to  it;  among  them;  the  opening  of  a  Normal  class  and  prac- 
tising school,  and  the  fruitful  season,  supplying  more  re- 
sources to  the  people  of  moderate  means  from  which  the 
school  draws  a  majority  of  its  pupils,  and  the  efficient 
working  of  the  station  boarding  schools,  which  serve  as 
feeders.  The  attendance  also  has  been  very  satisfactory; 
comparatively  few  having  left  the  classes  during  the  first 
term  or  after  applying  for  examination. 

"The  teaching  staff  included  the  principal,  Mr.  D.  S. 
Herrick,  B.  A.,  and  four  graduates  of  the  Madras  Univer- 
sity, five  matriculates,  or  higher  grade  teachers,  and  other 
trained  teachers.  Besides  these  the  Rev.  A.  Barnes,  pas- 
tor of  the  Pasumalai  church,  and  Eev.  W.  A.  Buckingham 
assisted  in  the  instruction  of  the  Theological  class.  Physi- 
ology and  hygiene  have  been  taught  by  a  passed  hospital 
assistant  Mr.  A.  David. 

"We  have  added  to  our  force  of  teachers  this  year  Mr, 
Thevapiriam  Clark  B.  A.,  and  Mr.  S.  Ignatius,  trained  in 
the  Madras  Normal  school  to  carry  on  the  Normal  school 
in  connection  with  the  institution. 
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"In  the  Middle  School  examination  21  out  of  22  of  the 
candidates  sent  up  passed.  Eight  passed  the  Matriculation, 
and  four  the  F.  A.  examinations.  As  in  former  years, 
the  result  in  the  first  is  exceptionally  good  and  in  the  last 
two,  up  to  the  average.  We  are  again  indebted  to  kind 
friends  for  setting  the  question  papers  and  valuing  the 
answers  in  the  scriptures  and  several  other  subjects  of  the 
annual  examinations, 

"About  200  of  the  attendants  on  the  school  are  of  Christ- 
ian parentage,  and  all  but  a  few  of  them  boarders  in  the 
institution.  The  attendance  of  this  part  of  the  school  is 
very  regular.  Irregularity  occurs  principally  among  the 
Hindus,  who  in  this  part  of  the  country  still  stay  away 
from  school  on  religious  festivals  and  holidays  much  more 
than  their  brethren  at  Madras  do.  The  control  and  disci- 
pline of  these  hundreds  of  pupils  during  the  school  hours 
of  the  day  is  a  small  affair  compared  with  the  control  and 
management  of  them  during  the  remaining  18  hours  out 
of  every  24.  One  of  the  secrets,  of  the  good  order  which 
has  uniformly  characterised  the  year  has  been  the  steady 
aim  to  secure  constant  employment,  mental  and  physical 
for  every  pupil.  As  the  boys  who  enter  the  school  have 
been  selected  with  care,  a  majority  remain  in  the  institu- 
tion several  years.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  devel- 
opment of  the  boy  in  the  new  life  and  under  the  regi- 
men applied  to  him,  his  growth  in  the  power  and  habit  of 
application,  and  with  each  year  of  his  school  life  the  de- 
crease in  the  infraction  of  rules,  irregularity  of  attendance 
and  neglect  of  duties. 

"Boys  out  of  their  place  in  a  great  school,  lazy  boys, 
and  boys  who  hope  to  get  through  the  world  on  the 
strength  of  their  father's  position,  without  hard  work  of 
their  own,  are  to  be  found  in  every  school.  But  generally 
our  students  are  not  wanting  in  industry,  at  least,  not  so 
much  so  as  in  the  intelligent  application  of  their  industry. 
The  school  also,  while  very  unfavorably  situated  to  be  a 
day-school  is  admirably  situated — two  and  a  half  miles  out- 
side the  town — to  give  the  largest  amount  of  unrestrained 
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out-door  life.  All  tlie  students  except  tliose  in  tlie  college 
and  tlieological  classes  are  also  regularly  drilled  in  gym- 
nastics, and  there  is  enough  enthusiasm  to  place  the  school 
among  the  foremost,  if  not  first,  in  the  gj'mnastic  contests 
of  the  district.  Good  play-grounds  are  open  for  games, 
but  are  not  used  as  much  as  they  should  be.  Indian  stu- 
dents are  peculiarly  inclined  to  lay  aside  physical  exercise 
more  and  more,  as  they  go  on  in  their  scholastic  course. 
The  students  have  made  some  progress,  too,  in  part  singing 
by  note;  and  we  have  the  foundation  of  what  promises 
to  be  a  good  choir.  Of  our  efforts  to  make  Sunday  a  busy, 
useful,  and  pleasant  day  I  will  speak  further  on. 

"It  is  true  the  institution  has  gone  on  in  an  unusually 
quiet  and  orderly  manner  through  the  year.  It  would, 
however,  be  absurd  to  maintain  that  constant  occupation 
alone  is  more  than  one  of  the  essentials  in  the  control  and 
training  of  youths  situated  as  those  at  this  institution  are. 
Much  of  the  good  order  and  tone  of  the  school  has  been 
due  to  the  manly  and  earnest  spirit  of  those  students  who 
have  had  the  controlling  influence  in  the  school.  They 
have  not  only  done  much  to  make  it  a  good  place  in  which 
to  study,  but  also  to  produce  an  atmosphere  in  which  it  is 
good  for  a  young  man  to  live.  They  have  kept  alive  its 
old  traditions  and  religious  character.  In  saying  this,  I 
do  not  wish  to  detract  from  the  value  of  the  masters'  ef- 
forts; several  of  whom  have  been  faithful,  both  in  and 
out  of  school,  to  the  welfare  of  the  students.  It  has  been 
our  study  to  make  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the 
Lord,  honorable,  a  season  of  strong  religious  influence,  and 
a  rest  from  worldly  care.  Pleasant  and  useful  occupation 
from  morning  to  night  is  set  before  all.  All  are  encour- 
aged to  make  the  best  use  of  the  day  and .  to  form  such 
habits  as  to  its  use  as  will  be  helpful  to  them  in  future. 
It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  principal  to  meet  a  large 
par,  of  the  whole  school,  either  individually  or  by  sections 
for  purposes  of  a  religious  nature,  more  personal  than  could 
well  be  presented  in  the  week.  Special  facilities  and  en- 
couragement to  private  reading  of  the  Bible,  as  well  as  to 


21 


fhe  daily  Bible  lessons,  have  been  given,  and  the  result  Is 
that  a  very  considerable  number  of  the  older  students  have 
read  through  the  Bible  in  course  three  or  four  times.  The 
students  have  maintained  a  general  daily  prayer-meeting 
through  the  year,  and  sectional  daily  prayer-meetings  in 
addition  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  last  half  year.  Some 
Bible  study  has  grown  out  of  the  latter  among  the  upper 
classes,  which  I  am  glad  to  know  is  being  carried  on  iu 
vacation. 

"The  church  has  received  above  20  to  its  membership 
from  the  schools, — among  them  two  from  the  heathen  and 
two  from  the  Romanists.  Most  of  these  refer  their  relig- 
ious impressions  to  the  period  of  their  school  life  at  Pasu- 
malai,  while  a  few  others  came  here  prepared  to  join  the 
church  after  a  suitable  probation. 

"The  students  have  changed  their  school  society  into  a 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  have  also  taken  a 
positive  step  in  advance  in  assuming  the  support  of  a 
Bible  reader  or  catechist  among  the  neighboring  robber 
villages.  They  have  already  raised  funds  enough  to  ensure 
bis  employment  for  the  year. 

"In  place  of  the  six  theological  students  who  completed 
their  course  of  study  and  left  the  institution  in  December 
1885,  eight  others  have  entered  this  year  and  seven  remain- 
ed through  the  whole  year.  The  lectures  and  text  books  are 
partly  in  English  and  partly  in  Tamil.  Experience  has 
suggested  slight  modifications  to  suit  the  course  better  to 
the  students.  Work  has  gone  on^  without  any  interrup- 
tion through  the  year. 

"The  vacations  have  been  largely  devoted  to  itinerating 
through  the  district  and  preaching  at  the  great  feasts. 
Three  itineracies  have  been  carried  on  this  year,  with  such 
results  as  to  raise  the  hearty  enthusiasm  of  those  who  en- 
gaged in  them,  and  to  encourage  them  to  further  effort. 
Both  catechists  and  students  are  always  ready  on  reason- 
able occasions  for  this  class  of  work.  At  the  great  feasts 
less  of  preaching  and  more  of  book-selling  is  done.    It  is 
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a  pleasure  to  know  that  more  and  more  Christian  tracts  are 
becoming  known  to  the  people  and  are  called  for  by  name. 

"Ten  students  joined  the  Normal  class  of  whom  eight 
remained  through  the  year  and  six  went  up  to  the  Govern- 
ment examination  in  method  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Some 
forward  steps  have  been  taken  in  the  working  and  establish- 
ment of  the  school.  An  advance  of  about  Rs.  400  has 
been  made  over  last  year  in  the  fees  collected,  making 
nearly  Rs.  3,600.  We  are  now  for  the  first  time  able  to 
meet  some  of  the  expenses  of  the  school  by  the  income  of 
the  Jubilee  fund.  A  small  addition  has  also  been  made  to 
the  permanent  funds  of  the  institution.  The  library  has 
also  received  a  score  or  more  volumes  by  the  gift  of  au 
unknown  fi'iend.  A  new  stone  and  brick-building  has  been 
erected  which  has  served,  in  our  crowded  condition  this 
year,  as  a  class-room. 

"The  theological  hall  is  going  on  towards  completion, 
the  work  having  been  hindered  by  an  unusually  wet  season, 
and  by  change  of  plans,  necessitating  a  reference  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  now  expected  that  it  will  be  ready 
for  occupation  in  a  few  months.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
hoped  to  open  a  laboratory  and  science  lecture-room  in 
another  building,  of  both  of  which  we  have  been  greatly 
in  need.  Just  at  the  end  of  the  year,  Mr.  Grant  Asirva- 
tham,  district  court  pleader,  an  old  student  of  the  Semi- 
nary, commemorated  his  60th  birth-day  by  purchasing  and 
presenting  to  the  mission,  a  plot  of  some  acres  of  land 
lying  directly  in  front  of  the  Seminary,  between  it  and  the 
railway.  The  land  is  offered  in  memory  of  his  deceased 
wife,  as  the  site  of  a  Christian  village  and  for  other  pur- 
poses necessary  for  school  and  mission  work.  We  hope  a 
gymnasium  may  some  time  be  erected  on  it.  One  thing 
which  has  helped  to  isolate  the  school  for  these  many  years 
has  been  the  fact  that  no  land  for  village  occupation  has 
been  available.  It  is  hoped  that  the  opening  of  this  land 
to  village  purposes  may  afford  conveniences  to  people  who 
wish  to  educate  their  sons." 
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Unburn  %tmnh  Ifununl  ^t\ul 

There  are  78  names  on  the  roll,  16  of  whom  are  day- 
scholars  and  62  are  boarders.  Connected  with  this  is  a  day- 
school  on  the  compound,  of  25  children,  used  as  a  practis- 
ing school.  Miss  Swift  writes  that  "at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  there  were  50  pupils  in  the  normal  department, 
but  on  account  of  changes  in  the  Government  educational 
code  the  number  was  reduced  to  17,  and  30  were  sent  back 
to  their  homes.  This  step  was  made  necessary  by  the  loss 
of  grants,  consequent  on  the  changes  in  the  code.  Only 
middle  school  pupils  are  now  retained  in  the  normal  class. 
Eighteen  were  presented  for  examination,  16  of  whom  earn- 
ed normal  certificates.  At  present  two  masters  and  four 
mistresses  are  employed  in  the  school.  A  few  changes  have 
taken  place.  "  One  of  the  oldest'and  most  faithful  teachers 
was  given  up  for  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  East 
church  and  a  new  master  has  been  secured  for  the  Spe- 
cial Upper  Primary  class.  Two  of  the  mistresses  were 
married  and  their  places  were  supplied  by  a  former  pupil 
and  by  a  training  mistress  from  Madras,  who  was  also 
educated  in  this  institution.  Mrs.  Brander  made  her  visit 
of  inspection  in  March  and  reported  more  favourably  upon 
the  tone  and  discipline  of  the  school  than  at  her  former 
visit  one  year  ago.  One  half  of  the  pupils  in  the  school 
are  members  of  the  church,  eighteen  of  whom  have  united 
during  the  year."  A  benevolent  society  and  noon  prayer- 
meeting  have  been  started  during  the  year.  These  facts, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  revival,  to  which  wo  have 
already  referred,  shew  that  the  spiritual  tone  of  the  insti- 
tution is  of  a  high  order. 


We  have  nine  boarding  schools,  with  a  staff  of  37  teach- 
ers and  286  scholars.  Reports  come  from  all  these  schools 
that  the  children  are  healthy  and  happy,  growing  in  truth- 
fulness and  honesty  and  in  manifold  respects  fitting  them- 
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selves  to  be  "better  men  and  women  than  the  mass  of  peo- 
ple that  are  about  them.  These  schools  involve  consider- 
able expense  and  care,  but  we  look  upon  them  as  one  of 
the  briglitest.  parts  of  our  work.  For  the  boys  that  come 
to  us  from  the  villages  show  in  tlie  course  of  a  year  or  so 
a  marked  improvement.  They  become  more  tidy,  more 
systematic,  more  truthful  and  more  manly;  and  the  girls 
look  neater,  brighter,  more  intelligent  and  more  womanly. 
Two  or  tbree  years  training  in  a  well  regulated  boarding 
school  completely  makes  over  boys  and  girls  so  that  they 
never  go  back  to  their  villages  the  same  persons  that  they 
came.  Many  of  them  are  converted  during  their  course, 
but  even  if  they  are  not,  still  they  are  lifted  up  in  the 
scale  of  civilization  and  exert  a  wholesome  leavening  influ- 
ence upon  the  community  where  they  dwell.  They  are  the 
warmest  friends  of  the  mission  work. 

Moreover  in  these  boarding  schools  are  trained  the  relia- 
ble, faithful  men  and  women  that  we  need  for  teachers, 
catechists  and  pastors.  The  people  in  general  are  so  un- 
methodical, so  utterly  devoid  of  system  and  of  fixed  prin- 
ciples that  one  is  scarcely  fit  for  mission  work  unless  he 
has  received  a  course  of  training  in  one  of  these  schools. 
Those  children  who  do  not  become  mission  agents,  become 
leaders  in  the  congregation  where  they  live.  They  are  an 
invaluable  aid  in  the  singing  and  in  the  tone  which  they 
give  to  the  congregation. 

Mr.  Burnell  writes: — ''The  health  of  our  boys  is  excel- 
lent. Castes  of  all  kinds  mix  together  in  the  happiest 
manner.  Two  boys  have  been  truly  converted  and  all  are 
faithful  in  study  and  show  many  happy  changes.  The 
teachers  say  there  lias  been  no  case  of  quarrel^  nor  use  of 
bad  language  among  the  boys." 

As  Mr.  Burnell  was  compelled  by  ill-health  to  go  to 
America  his  prosperous  school  was  closed  in  December. 

Mrs.  Chester  writes: — "The  health  of  the  girls  has  been 
remarkably  good  the  past  year.  Indeed  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  we  have  ever  had  a  death  in  the  school  since  it 


has  been  established.  There  hag  always  seemed  to  be  a 
cheerful  spirit  among  the  girls.  They  are  from  different 
villages  and  the  change  in  their  appearance  and  manners, 
after  having  been  a  few  weeks  in  the  school  is  very  per- 
ceptible. I  am  glad  to  say  there  seem^  to  be  a  groAving 
spirit  of  honor  among  them  to  be  truthful.  Many  of  our 
girls  are  from  families  where  the  parents  are  only  nominal 
Christians,  but  all  who  have  left  the  school,  from  time  to 
time,  having  finished  their  course,  have  become  chui'ch- 
members  before  leaving,  and  are  exerting  a  decided  Chris- 
tian influence  in  their  own  villages.  One  young  girl  ia 
particular,  I  think,  has  been  the  means  of  inducing  many 
of  the  women  of  her  village  to  come  to  church.  At  the 
time  of  her  first  vacation  when  she  went  home  she  told 
her  mother  and  other  women  that  the  women  of  Dindigul 
went  to  church  and  they  too  ought  to  go.  They  had  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  doing  so.  Then  she  had  a  little  meet- 
ing with  them,  reading  Bible  stories,  and.  singing  and  pray- 
ing. As  the  result  of  her  effox'ta  a  large  number  of 
women  attend  church  regularly."  Dindigul,  Tirumanga- 
1am,  Battalagundu,  and  Manamadura  have  each  two  board- 
ing schools,  one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls,  both  held  on 
the  same  compound,  but  kept  entirely  separate  and  work- 
ing successfully. 

Of  the  girls'  school  at  Battalagundu  Miss  Chandler 
writes  as  follows: — "After  the  government  examination  in 
August  more  applications  than  ever  before  were  received 
from  the  villages,  so  that  in  spite  o£  the  dropping  of  23  old 
names  from  the  list,  during  the  year,  the  number  now  on 
the  roll  is  60  against  58  of  last  year.  A  sixth  standard 
class  was  for  the  first  time  presented  for  examination  and 
its  graduates  have  also  been  prepared  for  the  Special  Up- 
per Primary  examination  and  with  good  hop©  of  making 
this  new  departure  a  permanent  success. 

*'With  regard  to  the  orphan  girls,  for  whom  no  special 
report  is  now  needed,  two  of  the  youngest,  always  frail  in 
health,  have  been  taken  from  us  by  death.  The  two  eldest. 
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one  of  "wliom  lias  acted  as  matron  for  tlie  younger  ones, 
and  one  of  whom  had  taught  in  the  school  two  years,  have 
been  happily  married.  This  brings  the  number  in  the 
school  down  to  22  while  two  are  studying  elsewhere  and 
one  is  a  teacher  hei'e."  That  this  school  is  in  a  most  healthy 
spiritual  condition  is  evinced  by  what  we  have  already 
said  concerning  it  under  the  head  of  revivals.  Mr.  Gutter- 
son  also  reports  some  conversions  in  his  school  during  the 
year. 


There  are  a  number  of  high  grade  schools  for  Hindu 
boys  in  different  parts  of  the  mission.  Mr.  Jones  has  a 
flourishing  high  school  at  Madura,  in  which  over  200  Hin- 
du boys,  many  of  them  Brahmins,  study  the  word  of  God 
daily,  thirty  of  whom,  he  says,  have  been  sent  up  to  each  of 
the  middle  school  and  matriculation  examinations  dui'ing 
the  year.  His  plans  are  made  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
building  for  this  school.  In  other  towns  we  have  Middle 
and  Anglo-vernacular  schools. 

Our  first  thought  concerning  these  schools  is  that  we  are 
spending  considerable  money  in  educating  Hindu  boys 
that  will  be  of  little  help  in  the  work  of  evangelization. 
But  investigation  shows  that  the  school-fees  and  govern- 
ment grants  nearly  cover  their  expenses,  so  that  whatever 
Christian  influence  we  are  able  to  exert  through  these 
schools  is  a  clear  gain.  Then  when  we  bear  in  mind  that 
these  schools  are  opened  and  closed  daily  with  prayer  and 
Christian  song,  besides  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour  daily 
devoted  to  the  study  of  the  Bible — when  we  bear  in  mind 
that  those  Hindu  boys  come  in  constant  contact  with  our 
Christian  teachers  and  frequently  come  under  the  direct 
influence  of  the  missionary  we  are  convinced  that  seed  is 
being  sown  which  sooner  or  later  will  bear  fruit.  And  the 
effectiveness  of  the  seed  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  holy 
life  and  believing  prayers  of  teachers  and  missionary. 


27 


We  liave  fourteen  Hindu  girls  schools  containing  an  ag-/ 
gregate  of  674  scholars,  ' 

There  are  many  most  gratifying  testimonies  concerning 
these  schools,  coming  in  from  every  part  of  the  mission. 
All  the  ladies  seem  pleased  with  the  work  which  is  being 
done.    I  quote  briefly. 

Mrs.  Chester  writes  that  "these  schools  open  the  way  to 
the  homes  and  hearts  of  the  parents.  The  parents  and 
relatives  are  very  friendly,  receive  me  very  politely,  and 
seem  much  gratified  when  I  make  them  a  visit.  When 
one  of  my  little  Brahmin  girls  was  sick  I  sent  to  inquire 
how  she  was.  The  father  sent  back  a  request  for  me  to 
come  and  see  her.  I  did  so  and  found  him  a  fine  looking 
man  that  spoke  English  fluently,  and  living  in  a  large 
house.  There  were  many  people  there  and  all  recieved  me 
with  marked  politeness,  but  what  pleased  me  most  was  to 
see  the  little  girl  herself  elbow  her  way  through  the  crowd, 
come  close  up  to  me  and  look  up  into  my  face  with  a  glad 
smile.  Through  that  little  girl  many  useful  books  find 
their  way  into  the  family  and  among  a  large  circle  of 
relatives  and  friends.  Many  of  the  old  grandmothers  and 
friends,  often  come  to  the  school  and  enjoy  listening  to  the 
exercises. 

"I  think  I  could  go  into  any  of  the  houses  of  the  girls 
and  be  received  cordially.  I  do  not  know  of  any  open  con- 
versions among  them,  but  I  am  sure  that  if  they  could  do 
as  they  wish,  they  would  cast  the  idols  from  their  houses 
and  worship  only  Jesus." 

Mrs,  Hazen  says  that  "the  school  at  Palani  has  had  an 
unusual  degree  of  prosperity  during  the  year.  It  is  grow- 
ing in  numbers  and  in  popularity,  but  what  is  still  more 
encouraging  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
regularity  of  attendance.  Our  accommodations  are  too 
small  for  the  increasing  numbers.  We  have  accordingly 
just  now  completed  an  addition  to  the  building.    The  en- 
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tliusiasm  of  the  girls  in  regard  to  Bible  stones  is  quite 
remarkable.  They  can  tell  many  of  them  with  great  accu- 
racy, entering  into  the  minutest  details.  So  eager  are  they 
to  hear  more  that,  not  content  with  the  hour  allotted  to  the 
Scripture  lesson,  they  begged  the  privilege  of  coming  half 
an  hour  before  school  time  to  hear  more  of  the  wonderful 
events  related  in  God's  Word.  And  some  of  them  asked 
that  their  Christmas  present  might  be  a  Bible.  Recently 
we  have  succeeded  in  buying  a  building  for  a  second  school 
for  Hindu  girls,  so  that  we  may  have  one  at  both  ends  of 
the  town." 

Miss  Swift  writes: — "That  since  Mrs.  Capron's  departure, 
nine  months  ago,  the  faithfulness  of  the  teachers  has  made 
the  work  much  more  easy  to  take  up  than  it  otherwise 
might  have  been.  At  the  examinations  in  December  80 
pupils  from  the  infant  classes,  which  have  not  heretofore 
been  eligible  for  examination,  were  presented,  making  a 
total  of  238.  The  registers  show  an  increase  in  numbers 
and  an  average  daily  attendance  over  previous  years. 
The  irregularity  of  the  girls  in  the  South-gate  school  is 
still  a  source  of  grief  to  the  teachers,  but  since  arrange- 
ments are  being  completed  for  building  the  long  hoped 
for  school-house  in  that  quarter  we  think  that  difficulty 
will  be  removed.  Much  interest  is  shown  by  these  children 
in  the  study  of  the  Bible,  to  which  one  hour  is  given  every 
day.  Many  also  show  in  their  daily  lives  that  they  profit 
by  what  they  learn.  There  is  less  quarrelling  and  more 
kindness  shown  by  these  children  to  one  another.  It  is 
also  pleasant  to  see  women  who  formerly  studied  in  these 
schools  coming  to  the  teachers  for  advice  about  the  train- 
ing of  their  own  children.  The  Sunday  school  started  by 
Mrs.  Capron  in  1885  is  largely  attended.  Though  a  Sun- 
day school  for  girls  only,  in  name,  the  attendance  of  men 
and  boys  is  so  great  that  it  almost  loses  its  distinctive 
name  of  girls  school  and  becomes  a  kind  of  general  preach- 
ing and  Bible  service.  Attracted  by  the  music  the  men 
come  and  listen  attentively  and  appreciatively  to  all  that 
is  said.  The  Christian  songs  are  exceedingly  popular.  Th« 
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native  community  have  a  growing  interest  in  these  schools. 
One  native  gentleman  has  offered  prizes  for  the  girls  that 
take  the  highest  stand  in  their  classes  and  a  Christian  gen- 
tleman has  offered  prizes  for  proficiency  in  Bible  study." 


At  the  foundation  of  all  our  educational,  and  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  of  our  missionary  woi'k,  lie  our  village  schools. 
These  are  the  feeders  of  our  higher  schools,  and  largely  of 
our  congregations,  besides  giving  the  first  impulse  to  nearly 
all  of  those  who  afterwards  become  mission  agents.  We 
look  upon  these  primary  schools  as  of  paramount  import- 
ance to  our  work.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
villages  where  we  have  congregations  have  no  schools 
whatever,  and  that  frequently  not  a  person  in  the  whole 
village  can  read  or  write,  it  would  be  folly  to  try  to  lift 
up  this  people  in  the  scale  of  civilization  without  giving 
them  education.  It  would  be  equal  folly  to  hope  for  stable 
Christian  characters  such  as  would  command  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  heathen  communities  if  we  left  our 
Christians  in  ignorance.  Moreover  these  schools  are  an 
aid  to  evangelism.  For  while  they  are  started  primarily 
for  the  children  of  our  Christians,  the  Hindu  boys  and 
girls  are  welcomed  and  even  sought  after. 

In  many  places  the  only  foothold  we  have  in  the  town 
is  the  school,  but  this  in  time  leads  to  a  congregation  and 
a  church.  The  school  is  welcomed  everywhere ;  not  so  the 
church.  But  if  the  school  is  first  planted  the  way  is  pre- 
pared for  the  church.  We  require  the  children  to  study 
the  Bible  daily.  By  this  means  the  precious  seed  is  being 
constantly  sown  in  young  receptive  minds  and  cannot  help 
bearing  some  fruit.  Moreover  the  prayers  and  Christian 
songs  and  the  books  of  the  Christian  Vernacular  Educa- 
tion Society,  which  are  used  and  which  contain  much 
Christian  truth,  all  have  a  molding  influence  upon  the 
children's  minds  and  through  them  upon  the  parents  and 
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friends.  It  is  the  first  and  natural  impulse  of  a  child 
when  he  discovers  anything  new  to  tell  it  at  home.  In 
this  way  the  children  of  our  village  schools  are  enthusiastic 
little  preachers  of  the  wonderful  truths  of  the  gospel. 
Where  we  have  no  congregation  the  school  is  a  centre  of 
influence  and  the  teacher  is  a  leading  man  in  the  town. 
The  people  notice  the  improved  behaviour  of  the  children 
and  the  honest,  upright  life,  and  pure  conversation  of  the 
teachers  and  their  confidence  is  soon  won. 

Wherever  we  have  a  judicious,  consistent,  faithful 
teacher  the  people  are  friendly  and  open  to  religious  truth. 
Thus  these  schools  open  the  way  to  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple and  bridge  over  the  chasm  between  the  missionary 
and  the  heathen  community.  They  form  an  entering 
wedge  for  the  gospel.  The  3,70-3  pupils  which  we  have 
in  our  village  schools  are  soon  to  exercise  an  important  in- 
fluence in  society.  Judging  by  past  experience  they  will 
not  go  out  of  these  schools  the  same  persons  that  they 
entered;  and  when  they  come  to  power  and  influence  they 
will  be  our  warmest  friends  and  supporters. 


In  connection  with  every  congregation  and  nearly  every 
school  there  is  a  Sunday  school  which  the  children  of  our 
Christians  are  required  to  attend  and  to  which  Hindu  boys 
and  girls  are  cordially  invited.  The  instances  are  rare  in 
which  any  reluctance  in  coming  is  shown.  In  some  cases 
there  is  considerable  enthusiasm  in  coming.  At  Tiruman- 
galam  the  Sunday  school  for  Hindu  boys  and  young  men 
is  very  popular  and  furnishes  a  very  bright  feature  in  the 
work.  "In  the  city  of  Madura  there  are  8  Sunday  schools, 
5  of  which,"  writes  Mr.  Jones,  "are  for  Hindu  children,  about 
250  of  whom  regularly  and  voluntarily  attend  and  gladly 
drink  in  scripture  truth.  This  is  a  beautiful  work  and 
gives  precious  results.  One  Brahmin  young  man  is  to-day 
leaving  this  district,  whose  mind  is  richly  stored  with  gos- 
pel truth.    For  the  last  two  or  three  years  he  has  hardly 
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missed  a  Sunday  session  and  can  give  the  contents  of 
every  one  of  tlie  52  lessons  of  the  year  and  can  recite 
without  error  the  52  golden  texts  in  English  and  Tamil. 
Though  conspicuous  he  is  by  no  means  alone  in  this  inter- 
est and  knowledge.  They  all  unite  enthusiastically  in 
singing  with  the  portable  organ,  the  Christian  lyrics  which 
are  now  sung  all  over  the  town.  The  picture  papers 
which  I  distribute  to  the  regular  ones  are  carried  to  the 
best  families  and  wield  no  small  influence  for  good." 
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Lectures: — There  has  been  conducted  during  the  year  a 
course  of  entertainments  for  the  English  speaking  natives 
of  Madura.  "The  course  consisted/'  writes  Mr.  Jones, 
"of  seven  lectures  and  a  concert.  Probably  the  most  note- 
worthy thing  in  connection  with  them  was  the  interest 
aroused  by  the  two  lectures  of  Dewan  Bahadoor  Ragu- 
natha  Row.  He  is  the  leading  Hindu  reformer  of  the 
presidency  and  a  man  of  great  ability  and  much  eloquence- 

"His  lectures  on  'Hindu  Widow  Marriage'  and  on  'So- 
ciology, Politics,  and  Religion'  roused  the  orthodox  Hindu 
community  to  the  depths.  He  had  one  public  discussion 
with  the  Pundits,  and  found  to  his  extreme  disgust  that  the 
superstitious  bigotry  and  ignorance  of  orthodox  Madura 
are  exceptionally  hard  to  manage.  And  it  revealed  to  all 
of  us  very  distinctly  that  Hinduism  is  not  a  thing  that  can 
be  reformed  from  within,  no  matter  how  well-meaning  or 
eloquent  the  reformer  may  be.  These  lectures  also  reveal 
the  existence  of  a  great  deal  of  atheism  and  agnosticism 
among  educated  Hindus.  I  believe  that  a  large  number 
of  the  graduates  of  the  Madras  University  now  living  in 
Madura  are  atheistic  or  agnostic  in  religion  and  utilitarian 
in  philosophy." 

The  Viceroy's  Visit:— "On  the  7th  and  8th  of  Decem- 
ber His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  visited  Madura,  and  while 
here  very  kindly  reviewed  1000  of  our  mission  school  child- 
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ren,  and  graciously  listened  to  the  singing  of  four  lyrics 
and  songs  by  them.  The  mission  also  presented  him  with 
an  address  which  he  very  pleasantly  accepted." 

This  notice  of  our  work  by  India's  chief  officer  will 
carry  great  weight  with  the  people,  and  is  therefore  an 
occasion  for  devout  thanksgiving.  The  time  was  when 
such  men  sneered  at  the  missionary  cause;  now  they  are 
its  friends  and  patrons. 


Dr.  Chester  reports  as  follows: — "At  the  two  principal 
mission  dispensaries,  in  Madura  and  in  Dindigul,  there 
were  36,363  cases  treated,  of  which  number  22,042  were 
new  cases,  or  those  coming  for  the  first  time.  While  in 
the  Madura  dispensary  the  majority  of  the  patients  came 
from  the  city  itself,  yet  in  the  course  of  the  year,  there 
were  also  cases  from  249  difierent  Villages.  In  Dindigul, 
there  is  a  larger  attendance  on  the  part  of  people  from 
the  villages,  more  than  600  different  villages  furnishing 
patients.  The  facts  show  that  the  people  in  the  district 
know  about  our  mission  dispensaries  and  appreciate  them. 

''And  that  this  number  have  been  treated  means  not  only 
that  no  little  trouble  has  been  taken  to  examine  and  pre- 
scribe, but  that  pills  and  powders,  by  the  tens  of  thou- 
sands, have  been  made  up,  a  work  that  never  stops  in  a 
dispensary,  and  that  iron  mixtures  for  anaemia  and  dis- 
eases of  the  blood,  and  fever  and  other  mixtures,  liniments 
and  gargles  have  been  made  up  by  the  hundreds  of  gallons. 

"Patients  coming  from  villages,  especially  if  these  are  at 
a  distance  of  five  miles  or  more  from  the  dispensary,  are, 
as  a  rule,  furnished  with  a  week's  supply  of  medicine.  As 
they  are  returning  with  this,  to  their  village,  their  bottles 
are  often  discovered  by  their  native  doctor,  the  family 
physician,  who  perhaps  tells  them- that  if  they  touch  a  drop 
of  tho  medicine  the  wrath  of  the  god  is  sure  to  fgdl  upoa 
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them,  or  else  that  this  mixture  of  the  white  doctor  is  sim- 
ply to  make  them  break  their  caste,  which  disinterested 
advice  will  often  cause  the  bottle  to  be  hung  up  in  their 
house  merely  to  be  looked  at.  But  that  this  is  not  always 
the  ease  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  many  come  back  to  the 
dispensary  vastly  improved  in  health  and  beg  that  the 
same  mixture  may  bo  repeated.  The  natives  of  all  classes, 
even  the  better  educated  and  more  wealthy  are  so  accus- 
tomed to  being  dosed  by  their  native  doctors,  that  they 
come  to  our  dispensaries  counting  on  a  supply  of  medicine 
as  long  as  they  put  in  their  appearance,  no  matter  what 
may  be  their  state  of  health,  or  what  the  opinion  of  the 
doctor.  A  well-to-do  Brahmin  vakil  wrote  me  a  letter  of 
17  pages  telling  how  for  13  years  he  had  been  under  the 
treatment  of  various  native  doctors,  paying  them  nearly 
Es.  300,  and  yet  getting  worse,  all  the  time,  rather  than 
better,  for  this  amount  of  medication,  and  begging  that  I 
would  see  and  take  him  in  hand.  But  when  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  his  case,  I  told  him  that  he  had  already 
taken  enough  medicine  to  last  him  his  life-time  and  that 
he  must  stop  this  at  once  and  altogether,  and  begin  to 
eat  and  take  exercise,  his  faith  in  my  medical  skill  fell  to 
zero. 

"Then  another  depressing  element  in  dispensary  practice 
is  the  hopeless  cases,  the  lepers,  those  afflicted  with  cancer, 
those  whose  sight  is  lost  and  yet  for  whom  you  know  that 
no  surgical  operation  or  medical  treatment  can  be  of  any 
avail;  those  who  are  idiotic  or  insane,  and  perhaps,  as  dis- 
couraging as  any,  those  who  are  brought  to  our  dispen- 
saries in  an  almost  dying  state,  upon  whom  native  doctoi's 
of  various  sorts  have  been  trying  their  skill,  and  bringing 
them  close  upon  the  very  verge  of  starvation.  But  oiu* 
rule  is  to  treat  such  kindly,  show  them  that  they  have  our 
sympathy,  and  help  them  as  much  as  lies  in  our  power. 
The  trained  native  nurse,  working  in  connection  with  the 
Madura  mission  dispensary,  has  had  27  special  cases.  The 
two  trained  native  nurses  in  Dindigul  have  had  57.  And 
in  both  places  these  nurses  have  been  called  to  the  houses 
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of  tlie  most  respectable  families  among  the  Hindus  and 
Mohammedans,  even  Brahmin  women  gladly  availing 
themselves  of  their  services.  This  has  not  always  been  the 
case  but  it  is  most  evident  that  the  feelings  of  the  people 
in  regard  to  European  medical  practise  is  being  modified, 

"The  last  mission  report  noted  the  arrival  at  Madura  of 
Miss  M.  P,  Root,  M.D.,  and  the  hearty  welcome  she  had 
received.  Dr.  Poot  has  been  giving  much  of  her  time  to 
the  study  of  the  Tamil,  but  still  has  found  it  simply  impos- 
sible to  resist  the  many  urgent  requests  she  has  had  to 
visit  and  treat  cases  among  Hindu  and  Mohanamedan  wo- 
men in  the  city.  Many  of  these  were  in  Brahmin  families 
and  all  of  them  medical  or  surgical  cases  of  so  severe  or 
complicated  a  nature,  that  the  friends  seemed  to  consider 
that  the  only  hope  of  the  patient's  life  was  from  a  visit  by  the 
lady  doctor.  A  building  on  the  same  compound  with  the 
Madura  mission  dispensary  very  well  suited  for  the  pur- 
pose has  been  utilized  and  made  ready  for  a  Women's 
Hospital,  and  some  urgent  cases  received.  When  in  a  few 
months  more.  Dr.  Root  enters  fully  upon  her  very  promis- 
ing medical  work,  the  only  question  will  be  as  to  her  abil- 
ity to  meet  the  demands  upon  her  strength  and  time.  The 
work  will  be  simply  without  limit. 

''We  have  to  record  in  this  report,  the  loss  to  our  medical 
work  and  to  very  many  of  the  families  and  women  in 
Madura  by  the  departure  of  Mrs.  Capron  to  America. 
She  was  very  well  known  and  greatly  respected  and  loved 
by  the  women  of  Madura,  and  perhaps  for  the  reason, 
more  than  any  other,  that  she  showed  so  much  sympathy 
and  care  for  the  sick  and  did  so  much,  personally,  for 
their  relief.  It  will  be  a  very  long  time  before  the  memo- 
ry of  her  name  and  loving  labor  fades  from  the  mind  of 
the  families  of  Madura. 

"  The  work  in  the  branch  mission  dispensary  at  Pasuma- 
lai  has  been  regularly  carried  on  by  the  hospital  assistant. 
There  have  been,  in  the  year  some  serious  and  trying  cases 
and  always  more  or  less  of  ordinary  dispensary  practice. 
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Patients  also  come  to  this  dispensary  from  the  neighbor- 
ing villages.  Aside  from  the  help  we  are  able  to  give  to 
the  poor  people,  relieving  their  bodily  sickness  and  suffer- 
ing, the  medical  mission  work  tells  upon  every  part  of  our 
mission  service.  It  proves  to  the  people  that  we  are  their 
friends  and  that  we  desire  to  do  them  good  and  it  proves 
to  them  that  the  secret  of  this  friendship  is  loyalty  to  our 
great  example  and  Master,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ." 


In  summing  up  our  work  for  the  year,  we  find  that  after 
52  years  labor  in  the  district  we  have  36  churches  with 
3,053  communicants  and  11,412  adherents,  who  support 
their  pastors  entirely  and  give  during  the  year  for  all  ob- 
jects Es.  7,266;  that  we  have  160  schools  of  all  grades  in 
which  5,019  scholars  are  studying  who  pay  annually  Rs. 
9,878  in  fees;  that  on  the  itineracy  140,646  persons  heard 
the  gospel;  that  our  26  Bible  women  carried  the  word  of 
life  to  52,271  persons;  that  the  total  additions,  to  our 
churches  on  profession  of  faith  during  the  year  were  204 
souls,  which  gives  an  average  to  each  missionary  of  22. 
For  all  this  we  bow  in  devout  thanksgiving  to  God.  Be- 
cause it  is  no  larger  we  humble  ourselves  in  the  dust. 
The  train  which  we  are  trying  to  draw  is  a  heavy  one. 
The  engine  is  a  good  one  and  the  machinery  is  in  working 
condition,  but  still  the  movement  is  slow.  We  lack  steam, 
and  back  of  that  we  lack  fire.  In  one  word  all  that  we 
need  to  move  this  heavy  train  is  the  fire  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
burning  in  all  our  hearts.  For  this  blessing  we  ask  all  the 
friends  of  the  mission  to  fervently  pray. 
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Pastor  S.  Mathuranayagara  reports  as  follows: — "During  the 
year  12  persons  from  this  and  other  missions  have  been  admitted 
to  the  church.  But  I  feel  sad  that  I  have  not  been  privileged 
to  receive  a  single  Hindu  in  such  a  large  town  as  Madura.  Stren- 
uous efforts  have  been  made,  but  the  failure  teaches  us  that  we 
should  change  our  methods  and  lean  more  upon  God. 

"There  is  also  a  decrease  of  16  in  the  congregation  and  of  23 
in  church  membership.  There  have  been  9  deaths.  One  of  these 
was  one  of  our  deacons  whose  loss  is  much  regretted.  He  died  in 
old  age,  very  peacefully  and  with  full  hope  in  Christ. 

^'Rs.  100  has  been  subscribed  for  repairing  the  church.  One  of 
our  deacons,  as  a  thank-offering  for  the  recovery  of  his  child,  gave 
a  bullock.  Another  paid  Rs.  15,  although  his  child,  for  which  he 
paid  this  as  a  vow,  died.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  the  Hindu  lads 
Btriving  for  the  Bible  prizes  in  all  the  monthly  examinations  that 
have  been  held  in  the  A.  M.  High  School.  It  is  also  a  matter  of 
gratitude  that  some  who  come  to  read  the  papers  in  our  mission 
reading-room  heartily  enter  into  the  religious  discussions  which 
now  and  then  occur." 

Pastor  Barnes:— "The  Pasumalai  congregation  contains  251 
persons  and  143  communicants.  During  the  past  year  we  have 
had  tokens  of  the  presence  of  God  among  the  people,  indicated  by 
a  continued  spirit  of  peace  and  prayer  and  anxiety  for  the  salva- 
tion of  themselves  and  of  others. 

"  Of  28  individuals  who  have  accepted  Christ  as  their  Master, 
20  were  baptized  in  infancy,  4  were  Romanists  and  4  were  Hin- 
dus. Of  the  last,  one  was  50  years  of  age  and  of  the  thief  caste. 
Our  Sunday  school  has  averaged  180  scholars  and  our  contribu- 
tions amounted  to  Rs.  269.  The  college  students  have  organized 
a  Y.  M,  C.  A.  and  undertaken  ovangeliBtic  work  on  their  own. 


37 


account.  Their  catechist  is  stationed  ia  a  village  4  miles  distant 
from  here.  They  have  also  begun  some  other  vrorks  of  Christian 
endeavor  in  the  school  and  elsewhere." 

Pastor  Colton: — "The  year  under  review,  although  it  brings 
to  recollection  several  shortcomings,  has  been  remarkable  in  that 
the  hearts  of  some  of  the  members  have  been  touched  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  to  labor  for  the  salvation  of  their  heathen  neigh- 
bors. Two  of  the  sisters,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  spiritu- 
al welfare  of  the  sick  women  that  attend  Dr.  Chester's  dispensary, 
read  to  them  passages  from  the  Bible  and  fi'ora  "Glad  Tidings." 
Two  others  with  my  wife  visit  once  or  twice  a  week  the  heathen 
families  and  talk  about  tho  Saviour  of  the  world.  Some  of  the 
young  men  devote  a  portion  of  their  leisure  hours  to  doing  good 
by  distributing  hand-bills.  This  labor  of  love  by  one  of  them 
has  been  so  far  blessed  as  to  lighten  the  heart  of  a  Hindu  young 
man  of  some  position.  It  grieves  us  much  that  the  powerful  ap- 
peals from  the  Bible  are  lost  upon  some  members,  who  seem  to  be 
under  the  strong  and  deceitful  influences  of  certain  sins.  On 
the  other  hand  it  Is  very  encouraging  to  observe  that  the  spirit  of 
benevolence  and  self-support  is  surely,  although  slowly,  develop- 
ing in  the  congregation.  Whenever  special  collections  are  called 
for,  there  is  a  laudable  emulation  among  the  lads  and  children 
to  make  special  offerings." 

Pastor  Savarimuttu: — "I  have  under  my  care  congregations 
in  16  villages,  two  of  which  are  on  the  Periyur  and  Adalur  hills, 
17  families  have  recently  joined  us  from  three  different  places. 
Two  prayer-houses  have  been  built,  in  part  with  their  own  funds. 
11  persons  have  been  admitted  to  the  church  and  13  children 
have  been  baptized.  The  congregations  give  Rs.  7-4-0  per  mensem 
for  the  support  of  their  pastor.  Besides  this  Rs.  18-10-0  were 
collected  by  means  of  the  kalliams  (charity  boxes)  given  to  each 
family.  Each  woman  has  promised  to  bring  a  fowl  the  next  time 
that  the  kalliams  are  broken.  They  aim  also  to  bring  regular 
contributions  of  grain.  Some  of  the  Christians  have  family 
prayer  in  their  homes  and  try  to  win  their  heathen  relatives  to 
Christ. 

"We  have  growth  in  the  number  of  communicants,  in  contri- 
bution   and  iu  the  means  of  grace.       Although  some  of  our 


38 


Christians  are  persecuted,  some  of  our  heathen  friends  are  very 
anxious  to  listen  to  the  Word  of  God.  In  four  new  Tillages  the 
people  are  willing  to  attend  the  services." 

Pastor  Taylor: — "Nine  persons  have  been  added  to  the  church 
during  the  year  on  profession  of  faith.  One  man  became  a  Chris- 
tian at  Palliampatty  last  year  and  he  was  dismissed  from  his  caste 
by  his  heathen  relatives.  Yet  he  comes  to  the  services  regularly 
and  finds  that  there  is  a  great  blessing  in  keeping  the  Sabbath 
holy.  Another  man  became  a  Christian  through  his  Influence. 
At  Kattangudi  three  families  have  recently  accepted  Christ. 
Two  years  ago  Rev.  W.  S.  Howland  and  I  went  to  the  place  and 
held  a  prayer-meeting.  As  soon  as  the  meeting  was  over  a  hus- 
band came  and  very  severely  beat  his  wife  because  she  attended 
the  meeting.  Now  the  husband  and  wife  come  to  church  and 
are  soon  to  be  received  as  communicants.  Some  caste  people  are  be- 
coming Christians  but  their  heathen  relatives  are  trying  to  per- 
secute them  and  In  turn  those  persecutors  are  hated  by  other  caste 
people.  We  have  a  '  Morning  Star  Society '  for  children.  The 
children  meet  once  a  month,  hold  prayer-meetings  and  contribute 
offerings.  One  day  some  girls  went  to  gather  margosa  seeds  for 
their  society.  The  seeds  are  not  a  valuable  thing,  yet  they  are 
precious  when  we  consider  the  interest  of  the  children.  One  of 
the  girls,  6  years  of  age,  died  from  heart  disease.  Before  her 
death  she  called  her  father  and  requested  him  to  pray  for  her. 
She  then  repeated  the  Bible  verses  which  she  had  learned  in  the 
Sunday  school,  said  the  Lord's  prayer  and  passed  away  with  smil- 
ing face  to  be  with  Jesus." 

Pastor  Eames:— "In  reviewing  my  work  during  the  year  I 
see  many  encouraging  tokens.  A  youth  whose  name  was  not  In 
the  congregation  book  last  year,  attends  church,  reads  the  Bible 
attentively  and  stands  foremost  jn  all  good  actions  and  in  exemp- 
lary character.  Another,  not  heeding  the  kind  advice  of  his  ben- 
efactors and  relatives,  ran  away  from  the  mission  school  to  Ran- 
goon, but  finally  came  to  his  senses,  repented,  returned,  joined 
the  church  and  Is  now  a  steady  Christian  and  faithful  attendant  at 
worship,  although  the  distance  which  he  comes  is  one  and  a  half 
miles. 

"A  woman,  whose  father  was  a  conjurer,  has  left  her  father's 
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evil  instrnction  and  is  happily  enioying  all  the  means  of  grace. 
She  has  taken  the  silver-ring  from  the  linger  of  her  infant  son 
and  paid  it  to  the  Lord  for  restoring  him  from  a  dangerous  illness. 
An  arrogant,  unyielding  and  giant  like  man  of  this  congregation, 
■who  pretended  to  have  frequent  divine  revelations  by  dreams  and 
•who  did  not  heed  the  counsels  of  God's  servants,  has  been  greatly 
humbled  by  a  special  providence  and  now  openly  tells  me  that  he 
•would  not  have  felt  so  troubled  if  an  enemy  had  cut  his  body  to 
pieces.    He  is  now  greatly  changed  and  very  humble. 

"A  pious  old  •widow  who  has  devoted  all  her  property  to  our 
mission,  w^as  very  ill  and  expected  soon  to  be  ■with  her  Saviour, 
but  ■was  graciously  restored  to  health.  She  gives  three  pice  every 
Sabbath  and  sometimes  in  addition  brings  an  egg,  a  chicken  and 
some  grain  or  fruit.  We  have  had  11  additions  to  our  church 
in  Kanjampatti.  The  young  men  of  Nattakudi  are  greatly  in- 
terested in  the  prayer-meetings  and  in  the  Word  of  God  which 
they  are  anxious  to  read." 

Pastor  Perumal: — "I  have  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  14 
times  in  different  places,  received  14  to  the  church,  suspended  4, 
baptized  24  children,  visited  the  Christians  often  in  their  houses 
and  prayed  ■with  them,  besides  scattering  books  nnd  tracts  by  the 
■wayside.  On  the  ■whole  the  Christians  shew  improvement  in 
their  love  of  God,  in  their  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  in  general 
morality.  They  preach  to  the  heathen  and  contribute  as  much 
as  they  are  able  toward  the  support  of  the  gospel." 

Pastor  Rowland:— "Sunday  school,  Wednesday  meeting,  and 
women's  prayer-meetings  are  held  at  the  church  and  family 
prayers  in  their  respective  houses.  The  women  gladly  give  a  hand- 
ful of  rice  every  week  for  the  church.  By  this  and  other  means 
we  collect  nearly  Rs.  5  every  month.  Death  and  affliction  have 
broken  the  great  bar  of  divisions  in  the  cliurch  and  we  all  felt  the 
dealings  of  the  mighty  hand  of  God  for  the  good  of  the  church. 
There  are  156  Christians  under  my  charge  of  whom  59  are  com- 
municants. During  the  last  10  months  8  have  been  admitted  to 
the  church  on  profession,  2  have  been  restored  to  church  privi- 
lege, 7  children  have  been  baptized  and  1  marriage  solemnized. 
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About  Es.  200  have  been  collected  from  the  congregation  and 
©ther  friends  for  the  noainteuance  of  the  church." 

Pastor  Pichaimuttu: — "There  are  415  adherents  in  nine  vil- 
lages under  my  pastoral  care,  of  whom  123  are  communicants. 
During  the  year  five  have  been  admitted  to  this  church  on  pro- 
fession, six  children  have  been  baptized,  three  marriages  solem- 
nized and  ten  new  families,  comprising  thirty  souls,  have  come 
out  from  heathenism  and  embraced  Christianity. 

"An  old  blind  man  named  Satthianathan  who  testified  for 
Christ  wherever  he  went,  has  died.  Although  he  was  both  blind 
and  deaf  and  lived  four  miles  distant  he  was  a  regular  attendant 
at  church.  Although  he  lived  entirely  upon  charity,  yet  he 
saved  a  few  rupees  for  purchasing  a  burial  place  in  his  village. 

"A  Hindu  of  the  'thief  caste'  who  is  55  years  of  age  has 
embraced  Christianity  and  is  now  preaching  to  his  people.  There 
is  a  great  movement  in  Battalagundu  and  other  villages  where  we 
are  working.  A  dozen  members  of  difierent  castes  are  reading 
the  New  Testament  with  me  and  are  fond  of  having  me  visit 
them  at  their  houses  to  talk  with  them.  I  trust  that  we  shall 
soon  see  fruit  here." 

Pastor  Devasagayam : — "  Six  villages  and  70  communicants  be- 
long to  my  pastorate.  One  backslider  has  made  confession  and 
been  restored  to  the  church.  An  old  woman  who  was  a  living 
Chiislian  has  gone  to  her  rest.  The  people  of  my  church  have 
been  troubled  very  much  for  two  years  by  one  Kuppu  Naik  who 
made  an  attempt  to  get  possession  of  the  whole  village,  which 
has  been  inhabited  for  about  sixty  years.  He  secretly  advertised 
the  village  site  to  be  sold  at  auction  by  government  and  succeed- 
ed in  effecting  a  sale.  But  I  think  we  shall  soon  be  relieved 
from  this  trouble.  What  the  mission  spent  for  us  will  turn  to 
good  account  and  not  to  loss.  I  have  visited  240  villages,  read 
the  Bible  in  270  houses  and  preached  to  2,500  persons,  distribut- 
ing tracts  and  portions  of  the  Bible." 


Pastor  Isaac; — "In  reviewing  the  past  year  I  am  led  to  thank 
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God  heartily  for  the  blessing  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  shed 
upon  the  work  of  my  pastorate  and  to  take  courage  for  the 
future.  Ten  persons  have  united  with  the  church  on  profession 
of  faith,  four  suspended  members  have  been  restored,  ten  child- 
ren have  been  baptized  and  ten  marriages  solemnized.  50  fami- 
lies, comprising  170  souls,  have  joined  different  congregations  of 
the  district,  renouncing  heathenism  and  Romanism.  Five  mem- 
bers of  the  church  have  died  in  the  faith  this  year,  four  members 
have  been  suspended  for  their  unchristian  conduct,  and  33  families 
containing  more  than  100  persons  have  been  dropped  from  the 
roll  for  continually  breaking  the  Sabbath  and  neglecting  the 
services.  But  there  are  still  remaining  under  my  pastoral  charge 
945  souls  of  whom  210  are  communicants.  The  above  Christian 
community,  consisting  largely  of  poor  widows  and  coolies  who 
earn  their  food  by  daily  labor,  has  entirely  supported  me  for  seven 
years,  and  has  raised  during  the  year  Es.  303-15-9  for  the  above 
and  other  benevolent  objects. 

"1  tour  among  the  fourteen  villages  in  this  pastorate,  staying 
a  day  or  two  in  each  village.  With  the  twelve  or  fourteen  mis- 
sion helpers  in  this  pastorate  I  have  conducted  five  itineracies 
this  year  and  the  gospel  has  been  preached  to  about  25,000  hea- 
then in  267  villages.  At  our  last  itineracy  some  ten  heathen 
families  living  in  a  bigoted  heathen  village,  embraced  Christianity 
and  gave  over  to  us  a  piece  of  ground,  the  site  of  their  old  'rest 
house'  in  which  they  formerly  worshipped  their  goddess.  At 
their  request  a  temporary  prayer-house  has  been  built  and  dedi- 
cated on  this  very  ground. 

"  There  are  six  schools  under  my  care  and  I  particularly  see 
that  Bible  lessons  and  the  way  of  salvation  are  taught  in  them." 

Pastor  Seymour: — "  T  was  transfered  in  July  from  Kombai  to 
Bodinaikanur.  After  having  become  well  acquainted  with  the 
Christians  I  went  to  see  the  Zemindar  who  received  me  kindly. 
But  when  I  had  a  long  talk  with  him  I  understood  that  he  was 
much  displeased  with  Christians  and  determined  to  root  out 
Christianity  from  the  place.  Although  he  first  passed  a  strict 
order  that  Christians  should  not  go  to  the  church,  yet  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  God  so  changed  his  mind  that  he  has  freely 
allowed  them  to  perform  their  religious  duties  as  usual.  Now 
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there  are  no  more  disjsensions  in  the  church  and  no  more  trouble 
from  the  Zemindar.  Many  people  show  a  lack  of  Christian  prin- 
ciple ;  for  example, — one  of  our  adherents  has  married  a  second 
wife  according  to  the  rites  of  heathenism,  because  his  first  wife 
had  no  children. 

"  This  is  a  thing  which  gives  us  much  trouble,  as  it  does  all 
Christians  who  feel  interested  in  the  purity  of  the  church.  There 
are  351  adherents  of  whom  75  are  communicants  in  the  nine  vil- 
lages under  my  pastorate.  Three  have  been  received  into  the 
chui"ch  on  profession  of  faith,  and  fourteen  children  have  been 
baptized  this  year.  The  amount  of  collections  during  the  year 
is  Rs.  96-1-9.  The  thirteen  helpers  and  myself  have  been  on 
two  itineracies.  We  encamped  in  six  different  places  and  preach- 
ed the  gospel  to  8,096  people  in  99  villages.  We  sold  182  Bible 
portions  aud  110  tracts  and  distributed  215  hand- bills." 

Pastor  William: — "During  the  year  two  persons  from  Rom- 
anism and  two  from  heathenism  have  been  admitted  into  the 
church  on  profession  of  faith  and  fifteen  children  have  been  bap- 
tized. At  Andipatti  there  has  been  one  addition  to  the  church 
and  eleven  additions  to  the  congregation.  At  Kottaimedu  the 
congregation  has  been  increased  by  fifteen  persons  from  three 
families.    We  occasionally  receive  thank-offerings. 

*'  One  native  friend  has  given  to  the  church  two  benches  which 
will  seat  eight  persons.  The  mother  of  the  Sub-Registrar  at 
Teriakulam  has  presented  a  contribution-bag  costing  Rs.  5,  also 
a  nice  cloth  to  cover  the  pulpit  cushion.  Besides  Rs.  132  which 
has  been  given  towards  the  support  of  the  pastor,  a  contribution 
has  been  made  for  enlarging  the  church.  The  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  is  still  in  a  thriving  condition.  Besides 
daily  labour  in  the  congregations,  I  have  with  eight  catechists, 
engaged  three  times  in  tent-preaching,  had  about  7,000  hearers 
in  120  villages,  have  conducted  open  air  preaching  192  times, 
sold  85  Bible  portions  and  tracts,  and  have  distributed  225 
hand-bills." 


Pastor  Clark: — "The  members  of  this  congregation  live  in  six 
Tillages.    On  Sunday  the  service  is  conducted  in  three  different 
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places.  100  persons  usually  attend  service  and  study  the  Scripture 
lessons.  I  observe  among  the  people  progress  over  other  years  in 
piety,  in  Chriatian  knowledge  and  in  giving  to  the  Lord.  Several 
families  have  commenced  family  prayers.  Many  of  the  national 
prejudices  have  been  removed.  The  progress  of  the  night  school, 
the  advance  the  young  men  have  made  in  the  truth  of  Christia- 
nity and  the  pleasure  they  manifest  iu  religious  services  are 
worthy  of  notice.  Four  young  men  who  were  formerly  very 
irregular  in  attending  public  meetings  are  now  greatly  changed, 
observing  the  Sabbath  and  coming  regularly  to  the  services. 

"A  few  families  in  one  village  have  built  a  prayer-house  at  a 
cost  of  Rs.  20  without  help  from  the  mission.  At  another  vil- 
lage the  people  voluntarily  gave  Rs.  35  for  the  repair  of  their 
church.  Three  young  men  who  went  to  Rangoon,  in  giatitude 
for  their  safe  arrival,  presented  three  globes  worth  Rs.  7  for 
lighting  the  church.  All  families  have  received  charity  boxes, 
into  which  they  put  money  as  they  like,  and  bring  them  at  the 
appointed  time. 

"  Some  in  this  congregation  delight  in  proclaiming  Christian 
truth.  I  am  much  encouraged  in  one  part  of  my  field.  A  wide 
door  is  open  to  thirteen  heathen  villages  containing  people  of  the 
same  caste,  who  ai'e  also  related  to  each  other.  Of  these  villages 
four  received  us  respectfully,  built  school-houses  at  their  own 
expense,  pay  Rs.  2  monthly  for  school-fees,  regularly  attend  Sab- 
bath services  and  give  contributions  with  thanks.  There  are 
several  intelligent  friends  who  desire  to  know  Christ.  They  ask 
every  servant  of  God  who  visits  them  to  offer  prayer  in  their 
families.  Twenty-five  New  Testaments  have  been  distributed 
among  them,  which  they  regularly  read  and  converse  upon  sub- 
jects about  which  they  have  doubts." 

Pastor  David: — " The  charge  of  this  congregation  was  given 
to  me  July  7th  1886,  since  which  time  the  people  have  regularly 
attended  morning  and  evening  prayers  and  show  progress  in 
spiritual  life.  Those  who  have  become  communicants  advise 
their  relatives  and  friends  to  join  us  in  the  heavenly  way.  They 
love  to  study  the  Scriptures,  send  their  children  to  school,  and 
tell  the  heathen  about  Christ.  Their  advice  is  listened  to  with- 
out iaterruptiou,    Some  Hindus  bought  New  Testaments  in  order 
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to  examine  them  and  one  of  them  questions  me  often  about 
Christ.  One  day  I  went  to  the  pagoda  to  preach.  A  devotee, 
knowing  who  I  was,  told  me  to  go  home  and  not  to  preach  there. 
I  asked  him  to  give  me  room  to  sit  and  he  allowed  me  to  do  so. 
After  a  short  time  I  began  to  sing  songs  from  the  *  Sastrakummi.' 
The  devotee  came  near  and  listened  while  I  preached  about 
Christ.  A  young  man  also  who  was  listening,  inquired  about  the 
little  book  and  on  the  following  day  came  to  my  house  and 
bought  one. 

"  When  I  was  preaching  in  a  certain  village  at  a  festival,  the 
head  man  who  was  decorating  the  temple  came  and  bought  a  New 
Testament  and  gave  it  to  his  son  to  read. 

"  I  believe  that  the  day  will  come  when  all  the  people  of  this 
station  district  shall  worship  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
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DONATIONS. 


The  following  donations,  received  by  those  under  whose  names 
they  are  severally  specified,  are  thankfully  acknowledged. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Chandler. 

For  Education, 

Rs.  A.  p. 

From  Young  People's  Mission  Baud,  Topeka  Kan, 

U.S.A.                                          ...  54    0  9 

„  Miss  Alice  Chandler,  Woodstock,  Conn.,  U.S.A.  26  9  1 
„    French  Church  Mission  Band,  Bait.  Md.,  by 

Rev.  J.  C.  Perkins                              ...  Ill  10  6 

„    Rev.  J.  T.  Noyes                                   ...  52  0  0 

"     ^•Do.''"'Wotr}*l^-"gl^E.H.^^^^^^  80    0  0 

„     Mrs.  Howland  Sr.,  Jaffna,  Ceylon               ...  9    0  0 

Mrs.  Dinwiddie,  Trichinopoly                    ...  2    0  0 

„    Rev.  E.  A.  Lawrence                             ...  10    0  0 

„    Miss  Fairbank  5    0  0 

Miss  Chandlee. 
For  an  Evangelist, 

From  Olivet  St.  Church,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A....  112  12  0 
„     Ladies  Missionary  Society,  N.  E.  Conserv- 
atory, of  Music,  Boston,  U.  S.  A.            ...  136  11  10 

For  a  School  Well. 

From  Wellesley  Preparatory  Sch.,  Phila.,  U.  S.  A....  134  11  8 

Miss  Harding                                       ...  5    0  0 


50 


For  Scholarships. 

Rs.  A.  p. 

From  Miss  Hall,  NortLfield,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.        ...      71    2  5 


lVTissIfiTin,rv  Sopiptv  rlo  rln 

71 

0 

0 

Miss  Lord,  Wellesley  College 

79 

11 

4 

"1X7    11        1  /"111 

Wellesley  College 

40 

2 

3 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Emery  Ellsworth 

80 

4 

6 

Miss  Drury,  Natick,  Mass. 

67 

3 

7 

Young  Ladies,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

105 

10 

8 

Rev.  Edward  Chester,  m.d. 

For  the  Dindigul  Dispensary. 

x  rom 

Madura  L(.  r.  xjoard 

0 

0 

Dindigul  Municipality 

r\ 
U 

0 

5) 

Joint-Grant  L.  1*.  Ja.  &  Municipality,  tor  med. 

600 

0 

0 

J> 

111.  hi.  (jrlaziei,  iiisq.,  b.c.s. 

0 

0 

» 

A  iriend 

100 

0 

0 

(jreo.  Vans  Agnew,  J'-.sq. 

50 

0 

0 

J» 

Colonel  C.  J.  btuart 

oO 

0 

0 

J.  Heimpel,  Esq. 

50 

0 

0 

?• 

F.  Heimpel,  Esq. 

50 

0 

0 

Christian  Vernacular  Education  Society 

50 

0 

0 

JJ 

J.  E.  Evans,  Esq. 

25 

0 

0 

5> 

William  Young,  Esq. 

75 

0 

0 

5> 

Geo.  S.  Hickey,  Esq. 

20 

0 

0 

J> 

J.  M.  Taylor,  Esq. 

10 

0 

0 

J> 

Native  friends  at  Dispensary 

14 

7 

11 

3,147 

7 

11 

For  the  Madura  Mission  Dispensary. 
From  Madura  Municipality  ...      300   0  0 

For  Mrs,  Chester's  Girls'  School. 


From  a  friend 
„    Mrs.  E.  E.  Glazier 


100  0  0 
100    0  0 


51 


Rs.  A.  p. 

From  Mrs.  Young  ...       25  0  0 

„     Mrs.  Taylor  ...       10  0  0 

„    Dindigul  Native  Benevolent  Society         ...       70  0  0 


305    0  0 


For  Boys'  Boarding  School, 

From  Dindigul  Native  Benevolent  Society  ...     50    0  0 

For  General  Evangelistic  Work, 

From  E.  E.  Glazier,  Esq.,  b.c  s.  ...    200    0  0 

Rev.  G.  11.  GuTTERSON. 

From  Rev.  J.  E.  Tracy,  for  work  in  Tirupatur  ...      10    0  0 

„    Rev.  A.  H.  Burnell  do.  ...      10    0  0 

„    Mrs.  S.  Allan  ...      15    0  0 

Rev.  H.  C.  Hazen. 

From  Miss  Cora  A.  Cook,  Boston,  Mass.  ($80)  ...    222    5  5 

„    Mite  Gatherers,  Sweden,  Pres.  S.  S.  ($20)  ...     53    8  4 

„    Pres.  S.  S.,  Holley,  N.  Y.  ($50)  ...    133  12  10 

„    Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Salsbury,  Holley,  N.  Y. 

($25.15)  ...      68    3  6 

„    Mrs.  Summer,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  ($26)  ...      80    4  6 
„     Friends  in  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  for  a  communion 
set  (.$26) 

„     Col.  C.  J.  Stuart  for  Pastors  Fund  ...        5    0  0 
„     T.  Dinwiddle,  Esq.,  Trichinopoly,  for  Bene- 
volent Society  and  for  N.  E.  Society  ...       5    0  0 

Ret.  J.  T.  Notes. 


From  Cong.  Ch.  S.  School,  Windham,  Ct.,  U.  S.  A...    108    0  0 


52 


Rs,  A.  p. 

From  Mrs.  Muuro,  England                             ...      66  7  0 

„    Mrs.  Buck,  Orland,  Me.,  U.  S.  A.             ...      27  2  7 

„     Tyler  Mission  Circle,  Newburyport,  U.S.A....      66  7  0 

Rev.  J.  E.  Tract. 
From  Mrs.  F.  Clarence  Smith,  for  Girls  Bdg.  School.     20    0  0 

Rev.  Geo.  T.  Washburn. 
For  Evangelistic  Work. 

From  Rev.  H.  C.  Hayden,  d.d.,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 

U.  S.  A.  ($75)  ...    200  11  2 

„    Mrs.  M.  Jenkins,  Kilbourne  City,  Wis.,  U.S.A. 

($35)  ...    Ill    5  5 

„    Ladies  of  the  Cong.  Church,  Gloversville, 

N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A.  ($15)  ...     41    4  0 

For  School. 

From  Mrs.   U.  M.  Place,   Gloversville,  N.  Y., 

U.  S.  A.  ($50)  137    8  0 

„    Cong.  Church,  Lenox,  Mass.,  U.S.A.  (£6-2-6)     85  13  o 


Sfiuopis  of  Stations. 


Madura. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Jones,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Jones. 
Miss  Eva  M.  Swift,  Miss  M.  P.  Root,  M.D..  Miss  Hattie  A.  Houston. 
West  Church,  Rev.  S.  Mathuranayagam. 
13  catechists,  35  teachers,  12  Bible  women. 

Dindigril. 

Rev.  E.  Chester,  m.d.,  Mission  Physician,  Mrs.  E.  Chester.  [muttu. 
Dindigul,  Rev.  J.  Colton ;  Pukailaipatti,  Rev.  A.  Clark ;  Rev.  A.  Savari- 
18  catechists,  48  teachers. 

Tirnmang  alam , 
Rev.  J.  B.  Tracy,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Tracy. 
Mallankinaru,  Rev.  A.  Pcrumal. 
20  catechists,  16  teachers,  1  Bible  woman. 

Tirupuvanam. 
In  charge  of,  Rev.  J.  E.  Tracy. 

Rev.  G.  Vethanayagam.    10  catechists,  0  teachers,  1  Bible  woman. 

Pasnmalai, 

Rev.  G.  T.  Washburn,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Washburn;  Mr.  D.  S.  Herrick. 
College  Church,  Rev.  A.  Barnes;  Rev.  W.  A.  Buckingham. 
3  catechists,  13  teachers,  1  Bible  woman. 

Periakidam, 
In  charge  of,  Rev.  J.  E.  Chandler. 

Kambam  and  Kovilapuram,  Rev.  S.  Isaac  ;  Kombai,  Rev.  S.  Nallathambi ; 
Kottaimedu&  Andip.itti,  Rev.  C.  Williams  ;  Bodinaikanur,  Rev.  E.  Seymour. 
20  catechists,  14  teachers,  2  Bible  women. 

Kodaikanal. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Perkins,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Perkins. 
Rev.  A.  G.  Rowland.    2  teachers. 

Mandapasalai. 
In  charge  of,  Rev.  J.  E.  Tracy. 

East  Karisakulam,  Rev.  D.  Christian:  West  Karisakulam,  Rev.  M.  Eames; 
Sevalpatti,  Rev.  M.  Thomas;  Arupukottai,  Rev.  Y.  S.  Taylor. 
26  catechists,  15  teachers,  1  Bible  woman. 

Baiialagundu. 
Rev.  J.  E.  Chandler,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Chandler,  Miss  G.  A.  Chandler. 
Battalagundu,  Rev.  A.  Pitchamuttu;  Pommanpatti,  Rev.  M.  Devasagayam, 
12  catechists,  25  teachers,  3  Bible  women. 

Melur. 

Rev.  G.  H.  Gutterson,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Guttcrson. 
5  catechists,  18  teachers,  2  Bible  women. 

Palani. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Hazen,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Hazen. 

Rev.  A.  David.    13  catechists,  20  teachers,  1  Bible  woman. 

Mananiaditra, 
In  charge  of,  Rev.  G.  H.  Gutterson. 
10  catechists,  11  teachers,  2  Bible  women, 


45Micr;d  ^ummHrH  of  the  Morli  of  tk  giRftinin  f  Oiirb 

r^OP?.  1836. 


Missions  ...  22 

Station.^  ...  85 

t)iit  station?^  ...  819' 

Cliiuclies  ...  310 

Cliurcli-raembcrs  ...  26,129' 

Added  dining  the  year  ...  3,496 

High  schools,  semiuaiies,  and  station  classes  ...  56 

Pupils  in  above  ...  2,352 

Boarding  schools  for  girls  ...  41 

Pupils  in    do.  ...  1,958 

Common  schools  ...  856 

Papils  in    do.  ...  32,698 

Whole  number  under  instruction  ...  37,762 

Ordained  missionaries  (10  physicians)  ...  159t 

Pliysicians  not  ordained  (7  men,  4  Avomen)  ...  11 

Other  male  assistants  ...  7 

AVomen  (wives,  156;,  unmarried,  besides  piiyslcian«,  101)  257 

AVhole  number  laborers  from  America  ...  434 

Ivatlve  pastors  ...  151 

„     preachers  and  catcchists  ...  412 

„     teachers  ...  1,141 

Other  native  assistants  ...  260 

Toial      „          „  ...  1.964- 

WIhjIc  number  of  laboreis-  2,598- 


Eev.  J.  P.  JOXES 
MkS.  J.  p.  JONKS 

Miss  E.  M.  Swift 
Miss  M.  P.  Root,  m.d. 
Miss  H.  A.  Houston- 
Rev.  E.  Chester,  m.d. 
Mks.  E.  Chester 

Rev.  J.  E.  Traci- 
Mes.  J.  E.  Tkacy 

ReV.  G.  T.  WASHUUIiN 

Mks.  G.  T.  AVashbukx 
1).  IS.  Hekkick,  Esq. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Perkixs 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Perkins 

Rev.  ,J.  E.  Chandleij 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Chandi-eh 
Miss  G.  A.  Chandler 

Rev.  G.  H.  Gutterso.v 
Mks.  G.  H.  Guttersox 

Rev.  B.C.  Ha/ex 
Mrs.  H.  C.  HA/.EX 

Rev.  J.  T.  Xoyes 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Xoyes 
Rev.  J.  S.  Chandler 
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